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Unit One: Norse Mythology

To read the original texts describing the Norse gods, visit http://www.sacred-

texts.com/neu/poe/; Definitions from www.m-w.com

Word List 1:1

1. Animosity: n: ill will or resentment tending toward active hostility: an
antagonistic attitude. Syn: enmity

2. Arcane: adj: known or knowable only to the initiate <arcane rites>. Syn: secret

3. Comely: adj: pleasurably conforming to notions of good appearance, suitability,
or proportion : having a pleasing appearance

4. Curtail: vt: to make less by or as if by cutting off or away some part <curtail the
power of the executive branch>

5. Dearth: n: an inadequate supply <a dearth of evidence> Syn: lack

6. Deleterious: adj: harmful often in a subtle or unexpected way <deleterious
effects> <deleterious to health>

7. Formidable: adj: causing fear, dread, or apprehension <a formidable prospect>
OR ending to inspire awe or wonder. Syn: Impressive

8. Hoary: adj: gray or white with or as if with age OR extremely old <hoary
legends>. Syn: ancient

9. Inscrutable: adj: not readily investigated, interpreted, or understood: <an
inscrutable smile> Syn: mysterious

10. Mar: vt: to detract from the perfection or wholeness of. Syn: spoil

11. Misanthrope: n: a person who hates or distrusts humankind (mis: bad, anthr:
humanity)

12. Pernicious: adj: highly injurious or destructive OR wicked

13. Plausible:adj: superficially fair, reasonable, or valuable; appearing worthy of
belief <the argument was both powerful and plausible> OR only superficially
pleasing or persuasive <a swindler..., then a quack, then a smooth, plausible
gentleman — R. W. Emerson>

14. Thrive: vi: to grow vigorously. Syn: flourish

15. Thwart: vt: to run counter to so as to effectively oppose or baffle: contravene: to

oppose successfully : defeat the hopes or aspirations of
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Pre-reading

For each of the words, write the part of speech and then write a common word or

phrase that means the same thing, but in language that you would use in your everyday

life.

1. Animosity: Part of speech: _ houn

the feeling when someone really pisces you off

2. Arcane: Part of speech:

3. Comely: Part of speech:

4. Curtail: Part of speech:

5. Dearth: Part of speech:

6. Deleterious: Part of speech:

7. Formidable: Part of speech:

8. Hoary: Part of speech:
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9. Inscrutable: Part of speech:

10. Mar: Part of speech:

11. Misanthrope: Part of speech:

12. Pernicious: Part of speech:

13. Plausible: Part of speech:

14. Thrive: Part of speech:

15. Thwart: Part of speech:
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Matching

Try to do this without looking back at the answers. If you have trouble remembering certain

words, make flashcards and study BEFORE you try to read the vocabulary section!

Animosity
Arcane
Comely
Curtail
Dearth
Deleterious
Formidable
Hoary
Inscrutable
Mar
Misanthrope
Pernicious
Plausible
Thrive

Thwarted

to run counter to so as to effectively oppose or
baffle: contravene: to oppose successfully

to make less by or as if by cutting off or away
some part

to grow vigorously.

to detract from the perfection or wholeness of
superficially fair, reasonable, or valuable;
appearing worthy of belief OR only superficially
pleasing or persuasive

pleasurably conforming to notions of good
appearance, suitability, or proportion : having a
pleasing appearance

not readily investigated, interpreted, or
understood

known or knowable only to the initiate

ill will or resentment tending toward active
hostility: an antagonistic attitude

highly injurious or destructive OR wicked

harmful often in a subtle or unexpected way
Gray or white with or as if with age OR extremely

old

. causing fear, dread, or apprehension <a

formidable prospect> OR ending to inspire awe or
wonder.
an inadequate supply

a person who hates or distrusts humankind

Now that you know the words, it's time to see how the words are
used, conjugated, altered and fit into real sentences.
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1:1—The beginning of the world

In the beginning of time, there was no Earth; there was only Ginnungagap, the
inscrutable yawning Void, and nothing marred the perfect expanse of ice. Strange mists

moved within it, and eventually parted to reveal an even deeper gap with Muspelheim
(the land of Fire) to the south of it and Nifelheim (the land of mist) to the north of it.

There was a dearth of life in the void, but as the ages passed, the ice piled up above the
Well of Life and became Ymir, the first and greatest of the Giants. The formidable Ymir

grew into life, and with him appeared the magic cow Audumla whose milk nourished
him. And yes, it's rather implausible to have a magical cow just appear, but Greek
mythology is no more logical than Norse, so deal with it. Soon, the ice of Ymir fractured
into small pieces, each of which became a pernicious Rime Giant who would later father
misanthropic witches, warlocks, ogres and trolls.

Auduma licked the ice about her for nourishment and found within the ice the salt of life
from Hvergelmir. On the first day she licked the ice, there appeared the hair of a god;
the second day, a god's head; the third day, the entire god. He was Bur, the first of the
/Asir, who was tall, mighty and comely. His son, Borr, married the giantess Bestla. and
Borr fathered the younger £sir who planted Yggdrasill, the World Tree, and created the
Earth. His three sons were Odin, Vili, and Ve.

The younger Zsir wanted to create life where there was only ice and evil, but Ymir
thwarted their efforts because he had animosity for all life. So, as long as Ymir was
there to curtail the efforts of the /Zsir, no life could thrive. Then the formidable and
noble Odin the Allfather led the fight against Ymir. After a mighty battle, Odin won. He
and his brothers thrust the dead Ymir down into the void of Ginnungagap and made his

body into Midgard, the world of man. Ymir's flesh became the dirt, his bones became
mountains, his blood became the ocean, and the dome of his skull became the sky with
his brains the storm clouds. (Odin's wife Frigga weaves the fluffy white clouds).

Mundilferi begat Mani, the boy whose face was the moon and Sol, the girl whose face
was the sun. And the turning of the sun and moon created time. However, Elivagar, the
hoary ice river that ran through Ginnyngagap at the beginning of time, dripped venom
onto the new creation and fierce giants of Earth rose from the drops and thrived in the
new land. This would curtail the Zsir's attempt to create a perfect world for the

centuries to come.
Yggdrasill the world tree stood in the middle of all this, and its trunk supported the

world, but the tree suffered great evil. The hart chewed on its leaves at the top and the
trunk is rotting from below because the pernicious Nithhogg (Nig Hog) gnawed at it,
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always trying to destroy the world and return it to ice. Yggdrasill's three roots divided
the world into three. Beneath one root lived Hel, the mistress of the dead. Beneath the
second lived the frost giants born from Elivagar's drops, and beneath the last was an
empty land that everyone had plans for.

Allfather Odin wanted to create humanity, so he took an ash tree and an elder tree
growing at the sea-shore and created the man Ask and the woman Embla using an
arcane spell. The first people were empty and had no heat or motion or soul or sense,
which curtailed their ability to succeed or even survive. Odin gave humans a soul, Honir
gave them sense and intelligence. Ve (using the name Lothur at this point) gave them
heat and color.

The descendants of Ymir were not amused. The most plausible explanation for the evil
creatures' misanthropic animosity is that the giants and trolls were angry because

humans started to thrive and fill the space under Yggdrasill's third root. That thwarted

their desire to control the universe. So, the pernicious giants and trolls and other evil
creatures then took the form of men and women and married humans, which had a
deleterious effect on humans. Odin could do nothing to stop sin and sorrow from
entering Middle Earth, marring the world he wanted to create. And this started an epic
battle between the misanthropic descendants of Ymir and the noble Zsir over control of
the world.

After Odin finished Middle Earth, he wanted a home for the gods. He began to form
Asgard, his home in the highest branches of Yggdrasill the World Tree. The first palace,
Gladsheim, was of the most resplendent gold and the gods called it the Place of Joy.
Odin had his throne there with beautiful Frigga as his queen beside him.

Around Asgard, Odin built great walls and fortifications to thwart any giants attacks,

palaces for the Zsir to enjoy, gardens where flora and fauna thrived. Every day, Odin
and the Z&sir rode over the Bridge Bifrost (rainbow) and went down to the Well of Urd
beneath one root of the Yggdrasill. All rode the bridge except the comely Thor, the
largest of the gods. He feared that his weight would break the bridge and so he would
travel the difficult road over the bone mountains that separated Midgard from
Jotunheim, the land of the frost giants. At the sight of Thor and his mighty hammer, the
giants would flee in terror. To defend the bridge, and so defend Asgard, Odin lit a bright
fire which shines and lights the bridge in all the colors, a reflection of which we can still
see after the rains.

Down in the shade and gloom of the World Tree’s roots, the Zsir held a war council to
decide how to defend humanity while curtailing the evil giants. Down in this darkness
there was the first well and a beautiful hall where lived the three hoary Norns, sister
witches with great knowledge of even the inscrutable future. These three sisters fed the
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World Tree from the first well and gave the gods time to gather strength even as the
Giants sent the evil Nid Hog to gnaw at the root and kill the tree. The Norns' formidable
magic was so powerful that they knew more than even Odin himself.

The Norns—Urth, Verthandi, and Skuld—set the fates of humans and determined the
lengths of their lives. And while they were the daughters of giants, their parentage
didn't mar their good intentions. They protected humans from their misanthropic kin
with their arcane knowledge. So, Odin came to them for information on how to defeat
the giants who were still trying to take over Midgard.

After Odin asked for help, the Norns came to the god’s council and told the Zsir of
Ragnarok—The Last Great Battle—which must come at the end of the world. At
Ragnarok, the Zsir and their pernicious enemies would fight a formidable battle
between Good and Evil. In order to gain the knowledge necessary for the gods to win
the battle, Odin decided that a huge sacrifice was necessary. He hanged himself from a
strong tree and offered himself up. He allowed himself to be wounded by a spear and
hung there for nine days while his blood ran down the trunk of the tree. The other gods
wanted to offer him bread or a horn of ale, but Odin refused and finally, he looked down
and saw the runes. His sacrifice is the only plausible explanation for this sudden
knowledge because the Norse Zsir are not all-knowing gods.

The runes are pieces of wood or clay, each with a symbol. Looking at the runes, Odin
found that "each word led me on to another word, each deed to another deed." By his
sacrifice, Odin discovered that the arcane secrets of the world can be found in casting

the runes and searching for the inscrutable signs of fate. And suddenly, Odin knew how
to curtail the giants' animosity.

Through the runes, Odin knew he needed formidable warriors to stand beside him to
thwart the giants' attempts to take over the world, but there was a dearth of nobility
among humans because their blood had been intermingled with the giants. So he called
his son Heimdall, the White God. Heimdall was a comely Z&sir who had been born at the
beginning of time from nine mothers—the nine wave maidens from the world’s end. His
teeth were pure gold and his eyes could see a hundred miles in light and darkness. His
ears could even hear the grass growing the wool of sheep growing. Odin had named
Heimdall the Watchman of the Gods and placed him in a palace at the edge of Asgard
beside the Bridge Bifrost. If the giants attacked, Heimdall would blow the formidable
Giallar Horn which would be heard in all the worlds and which would signal the last
battle.

“Heimdall, my son,” called Odin, “go into Midgard in disguise. Go to the people who live
there for they are good and simple, but they are not thriving or becoming as great as |
would make them. Choose among them those who are most deserving and use your
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inscrutable magical arts to create the three orders of mankind. That way, people shall
be born with those gifts they can best make use of in their lives. Once you divide the
people into classes, people will do one thing excellently well instead each person doing
everything. When each person attempts to do all things, there is a dearth of excellence

in any one skill. Let them be workers, creators, or leaders—each in proper turn and each
born to do his part. That way, a formidable race will rise and | may choose from among
them Heroes who will stand beside the Zsir at Ragnarok.” So Heindall took the name
Rig and went among the people of Midgard.

Rig came to a dwelling with a door and a fire built right on the floor and two hoary ones
sitting by it: Ai and Edda. They were dressed in old clothes, but they welcomed him.
Edda brought him a piece of heavy bread that was swollen with the rough husks of grain
and a bowl of broth with a dearth of meat. Rig spoke wise, inscrutable words, and when
it came time to sleep, he laid down in the middle of their bed, forcing the couple to lie
down on either side of him. This went on for three days before Rig left.

Nine months later, Edda gave birth to a son. His skin was wrinkled and rough, his
knuckles knotted and his fingers thick, but he grew up strong and thrived. They named
him Thrall (slave). When he grew up, he could carry burdens and work all day with no
deleterious effect. Eventually he married a girl named Thir (serving woman) who had a
flat nose and sunburned arms, and they had children and grandchildren named Fjosnir
(castle servant) and Klur (coarse) and Hreim (shouter) and Kleggi (horse-fly) and Fulnir
(stinking) and Drumba (log) and Ysja (noisy) and Totrughypja (clothed in rags) and
Tronubeina (crane-legged). They were not comely, but nothing marred their
industriousness. And the descendants of Thrall and Thir guarded swine and tended
goats and dug turf. And that's where the race of slaves came from. And while modern
society suggests that this implausible justification for slavery is pernicious and
deleterious to a large segment of society, the ancient Norse saw slavery as perfectly
normal.

Back to the story now. Rig followed a straight road until he found another couple in a
dwelling with a fire built right on the floor. Afi and Amma sat and worked on their
tasks. He carved wood for a weaver's beam, and she sat and weaved. They offered him
nutritious but plain food, and when night came, Rig knew wise and inscrutable words
and he lay in the middle of their bed, forcing them to lie on either side of him. He did
this for three nights before he left.

Nine months soon passed and Amma gave birth to Karl (yeoman) who had a ruddy face
and flashing eyes. When he grew up, he showed great talent at ruling oxen and building
houses and fixing carts. Nothing could curtail his urge to build and fix. Eventually, he

married Snor (daughter-in law), and they had children and grandchildren named Hal
(man) and Dreng (strong) and Holth (holder of land) and Thegn (free man) and Smith
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(craftsman) and Bui (home owner) and Snot (worthy woman) and Svanni (slender) and
Svarri (proud) and Vif (wife). And that's where the race of craftsman came from.

Eventually Rig reached a hall with a wide portal and a ring set into the post. And inside
were the comely Fathir and Mothir looking into one another's eyes and nothing marred
their beauty. She offered him bread so smooth it was white with wheat and browned
meat from birds Fathir had hunted and a pitcher of wine which they shared. And they
talked until the day was over when Rig lay down in the middle of their bed, and they had
to lie on either side of him. At this point, | think we can plausibly assume that Rig used
magic because none of these people seem to notice that Rig (Heimdall) was
impregnating the women.

Rig stayed for three days, and nine months later Mothir had a formidable child named
Jarl (nobly-born) with blond hair and bright shining cheeks and eyes as grim as a snake's.
He grew and from an early age, he brandished shields and shot bows and crafted
arrows. Fear never marred his aim and he grew to be brave and noble. He could ride a

horse and handle a sword and swim as well as any man. And when Jarl grew tall, Rig
came back and taught him the runes, the arcane truths of which a human could know

only through the sacrifice and permission of Odin. Rig, again using the name of
Heimdall, claimed Jarl as his son and gave him jewels and strong horses and arm-rings.

Eventually, Jarl married Erna the wise and together they had children, and there was no
dearth of nobility among his descendants. Burr (son) was the eldest and then came
Barn (child) and Joth (child) and Athal(offspring) and Arfi (heir) and Kund (kinsman) and
Kon (noble born son). The entire line was formidable, and they held great animosity
toward the evil witches and giants who were still trying in their inscrutable ways to
either corrupt Midgard or trigger Ragnarok.

All the children and grandchildren of Jarl tamed beasts and shook spears, but only some
had the unmarred nobility and strength necessary to stand next to the gods when the
day of Ragnarok came. To choose these heroes, Odin sent out the comely Valkyries,
immortal maidens dedicated to Odin. They were the Choosers of the Dead who would
ride through the clouds and fly to the world in the likeness of a swan. Sometimes they
walked the earth, hiding their swan cloaks on earth and taking the form of women. They
would watch and judge the bravery of the men; they would collect those who they
deemed worthy of Valhalla.

Skuld carried the shield of the Valkyries and Skogul rode beside her, followed by Guth,
Hild, Gondul, and Geirskogul and the others. They would choose the bravest souls at
the point of death and bring them to Valhalla to wait for Ragnarok. There, the warriors
would train for the coming battle. If good won and the giants were thwarted, the world
would restart from the Yawning Void. But if evil won, then the misanthropic giants
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would overrun the world tree and destroy all. Strangely, many Norse believed that the
world had already ended at least once. However, the Z&sir won and so time restarted in
some arcane and inscrutable process in the hoary past. This doesn't seem plausible, but

under this theory of a "restarting" universe, precognition comes from the fact that this
has all happened at least once already.

Valhalla, the hall of heroes, had 540 rooms with 540 doors and into each one 800
fighters could walk shoulder to shoulder. Heirthrun the goat lived there, and she
endlessly filled pitchers with perfect mead. And so the heroes drank each night and
each morning went out into the field and fought and killed each other, but not even
death could mar their lives in Valhalla. At the moment of death, the heroes were then
healed so they could drink and sing songs until the next day when again they fought.
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Answer these questions in complete sentences. Try to complete the page without
looking up the definitions.

Which of the Z&sir has the most animosity for the giants and why did you pick this person?

Which part of this myth seems most arcane? Why?

Out of everything we've read, which character is most comely? Why?

Could the Zsir have curtailed the giants' habit of interbreeding with humans? Why or why not?

Is there a dearth of morality among the Z&sir? Why or why not?

Which action was most deleterious to human interests? Why?

Who is the most formidable character in the story? Why?
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Would you rather be hoary or foolish? Why?

In what way are the Norns inscrutable?

How did the Zsir's perfect world come to be marred?

Why are the giants so misanthropic?

How plausible is this myth? Why do you say that?

Which of the Zsir's actions most helped humanity to thrive?

Why do you think the £sir wanted to thwart the giants' attempts to destroy humanity?
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History

Not all words will be used, and you may have to change the form of the word (adj to noun, for example)
to get it to fit.

Animosity: Arcane: Comely: Curtail: Dearth: Deleterious: Formidable: Hoary: Inscrutable: Mar:
Misanthrope: Pernicious: Plausible: Thrive: Thwart

Norse ("north") and Norsemen ("men from the north") are names for a group of people who

conquered much of their world. History sometimes shows them as blond-
haired, blue eyed warriors (and no, they didn't actually wear horned hats). In reality, they were
just people, although they were . They lived in Norway, Denmark and
Sweden, and had settlements across Russia and England. Trading with the world, the Norse
bought silk, spices, wine, jewelry, and glass from Asia using routes unknown
to the rest of the world. There's evidence that they sold items such as wool,
honey, tin, iron, fur and leather, and ivory from walrus. However, for all their success, they
never united as a single country, which their long-term success. After all,
England is still here, but the Norse culture has vanished into the past,

leaving us only fragments of their once powerful world.

In medieval times, the Norse who raided the surrounding area became known as Vikings, a term
which means "pirate raid." Sometimes history casts Vikings as who killed

and raped for the pleasure of it, but nothing could be farther from the truth. There was a
of farm land and resources in some areas of Norse territory, so starting in

the 8th century AD, the Norse would go out in longboats and would raid their neighbors. The
cold in the extreme north could be to growing crops, so while they did steal

resources, at other times they settled a colony where the farming was better—which is how
Norse mythology and language spread so far.

In 865 a 'Great Army' of Danish Vikings invaded England, setting up centuries of
. There were fierce battles for several years. In the end, the Vikings

conquered all of northern, central, and eastern England and seized much of the land for their
own farms. This Viking age lasted for about 300 years. During this age, Viking culture
in England and Norse words migrated into English. If you use words like

askew (& ska), bask (bada sik), bawl (the Icelandic word baula is what a cow does), frown
(froyna), or skittish (skyttla), you're speaking Viking. The legends of the

Norse also migrated, and English folktales sometimes have elements of the Norse mythology.

Vikings and English fought for control over the island for centuries, but in 1066 The Duke of
Normandy conquered England, and the Scottish drove them from the mainland in the 1100's.
Vikings remained in control of the northern islands for another 300 years before Christianity
spread into the area, and the people began to separate into the countries we know today.
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Modern Language

These phrases might be common, but they sound immature. Can you rewrite these sentences to say the
same thing while sounding more educated? Make sure you use EVERY word from the word bank!

Animosity: Arcane: Comely: Curtail: Dearth: Deleterious: Formidable: Hoary: Inscrutable: Mar:

Misanthrope: Pernicious: Plausible: Thrive: Thwart

Bad spelling really messed up an otherwise good paper.

Buddy, you just have a lack of active brain cells there, don't you?

| had permission to go to that party, but after | got that last test score, my parents vetoed it.

| supposed it's possible that the radio just broke, but I’'m not totally sure | believe it.

Jack just annoys the crap out of me. | don't like him.

Karla's a seriously screwed up, dangerous, and flat out evil person.

Ms. C's class is seriously hard.
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No matter what these idiots think, smoking marijuana is just as dangerous as smoking

cigarettes.

That dog is so old that the hair around his muzzle is turning white.

That history teacher just seriously hates everyone!

That video game has this really hard to find secret room on the third level.

The football team expected to win the championship, but their lack of practice totally torpedoed

their chances.

When Danny started at his new school, he really did great!

Whenever she smiles, | can't tell if she's amused or frustrated.

Whoa, she is really, really pretty.
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Word List 1:2

1. Accrue: vi: to come about as a natural growth, increase, advantage, or legal
claim <the wisdom that accrues with age> vt: to accumulate or have due after a
period of time <to accrue vacation time>

2. Adamant: adj: unshakable or insistent especially in maintaining a position or
opinion. Syn: Inflexible

3. Adroit: adj: having or showing skill, cleverness, or resourcefulness in handling
situations <an adroit leader> <adroit maneuvers>

4. Chastise: vt: to inflict punishment on OR to censure or criticize severely

5. Culpable: adj: meriting condemnation or blame especially as wrong or harmful
<culpable negligence> Syn: guilty

6. Delve: vi: to dig or labor with or as if with a spade: to make a careful or detailed
search for information <delved into the past>

7. Laudable: adj: worthy of praise

8. Hideous: adj: offensive to the senses and especially to sight : exceedingly ugly
OR morally offensive

9. Picayune: adj: of little value or account; small; trifling: <a picayune amount>

10. Portend: vt: to give an omen or anticipatory sign of. Syn: indicate

11. Potent: adj: having or wielding force, authority, or influence : powerful OR
chemically or medicinally effective <a potent vaccine>

12. Sagacity: n: keen in sense perception and judgment : discerning <sagacious
judge of character>

13. Sanctify: vt: to set apart to a sacred purpose or to religious use. OR to free from
sin. Syn: purify

14. Solicit: vt: to make petition to: to try to obtain by usually urgent requests or
pleas <solicited donations> OR vi: to solicit orders for trade <no soliciting,
please> or offering to have sex in exchange for money <arrested for soliciting>

15. Sycophant: n: a servile self-seeking flatterer. (a suck up)
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Pre-reading

For each of the words, write the part of speech and then write a common word or

phrase that means the same thing, but in language that you would use in your everyday

" 1. Accrue: Part of speech:  trang or intrans verb
to collect or gather up over time

2. Adamant: Part of speech:

3. Adroit: Part of speech:

4. Chastise: Part of speech:

5. Culpable: Part of speech:

6. Delve: Part of speech:

7. Laudable: Part of speech:

8. Hideous: Part of speech:
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9. Picayune: Part of speech:

10. Portend: Part of speech:

11. Portent: Part of speech:

12. Sagacity: Part of speech:

13. Sanctify: Part of speech:

14. Solicit: Part of speech:

15. Sycophant: Part of speech:
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Matching

Try to do this without looking back at the answers. If you have trouble remembering certain

words, make flashcards and study BEFORE you try to read the vocabulary section!

Accrue

Adamant

Adroit

Chastise

Culpable

Delve

Laudable

Hideous

Picayune

Portend

Potent

Sagacity

Sanctify

Solicit

Sycophant

a servile self-seeking flatterer

having or showing skill, cleverness, or
resourcefulness in handling situations

having or wielding force, authority, or influence :
powerful

keen in sense perception and judgment

meriting condemnation or blame especially as
wrong or harmful

of little value or account; small; trifling

offensive to the senses and especially to sight OR
morally offensive

to come about as a natural growth, increase,
advantage, or legal claim: to accumulate or have
due after a period of time

to dig or labor with or as if with a spade: to make a
careful or detailed search for information

to give an omen or anticipatory sign of

to inflict punishment on OR to censure or criticize
severely

to make petition to: to try to obtain by usually
urgent requests or pleas

to set apart to a sacred purpose or to religious
use. OR to free from sin.

unshakable or insistent especially in maintaining a
position

worthy of praise
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1:2—Loki joins the crew

Although many heroes lived in Valhalla, Odin feared it would be too many years before
he could accrue an army potent enough to hold off the giants and witches. So, he

decided to solicit knowledge that even the Norns did not possess. Then he could use his
sagacity to keep the giants out of Asgar until his army had grown. He found his uncle,
Mimir, who guarded the Fountain of Wisdom which had even more arcane wisdom than
the Norns. When Odin said he was adamant about delving for knowledge about how to
save the universe, Mimir asked what Odin had that he considered worthy of such potent
knowledge. Odin replied that he would tear an eye from his own head if that's what it
took to earn the right for one drink from the Fountain of Wisdom. Mimir agreed to that
trade and so Odin tore out of his own head, which was deleterious to his health but
helpful in providing sagacity.

The knowledge he gained told him that he had to lay with a giant named Jord in order to
father a great hero who would defeat a hideous monster that threatened the world. So

Odin left Frigga and slept with Jord. Another wife might be upset and chastise her
husband, but Frigga was the most powerful and sagacious of the Norse goddess, gifted
with the powers to weave clouds, bring rain, sanctify marriages and see destinies. While
she could never tell the others of the future, she knew it. When Jord gave birth to Thor,
Frigga took him in with her own twin sons: Hodur and Baldur.

One day, Odin and his brother Honir set out to travel Midgard disguised as travelers.
They wandered through valleys and pine forests when suddenly they met a comely
young man with twinkling and mischievous eyes.

“Greetings to the laudable Odin and Honir of the Zsir,” he called out.

Odin frowned and answered suspiciously, “How can you know our names? Have you
delved into our past or do you have some magic of the giants that allows you to
recognize us?” Odin placed his hand on his mighty spear.

“l have no magic,” answered the adroit young man, “But | know you because | am your
cousin, Loki. | am the child of giants, but so are you. Your mother is Bestla, daughter of
Baelthorn; my father is Bergelmir the brother of Baelthorm. So, we are cousins. Delve
into your memories, and you will know me. Let me join you and prove that | am worthy
to fight on the side of the Zsir during the last battle. Loki was adamant about the fact
that unlike his kin the giants, he was firmly on the side of good.

So Loki joined Odin and Honir in their travels and soon he proved that his sagacity was
arguably greater than any of the &sir. With his great wit and ability to shape-shift, Loki
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proved a great ally. When Thrym, the king of the giants stole Thor's hammer, Loki
helped recover the potent weapon.

When Thor woke up and found his formidable magic hammer was missing, he was
furious. He searched all of earth and eventually solicited Loki's help, telling him that the
hammer wasn't anywhere on earth or in heaven... which pretty much meant it was
somewhere in the territory of the giants. Knowing the giants were the most likely to be
culpable for the theft, Loki went to Thrym, the king of the giants. After all, the giants
were always trying to accrue wealth and power, and Thor's hammer was both valuable

and potent.

"You and your sycophants are just looking for trouble. Where did you hide Thor's hammer?"
Loki demanded

The king answered quickly enough. "I am far too sagacious to have it here; | have
hidden it eight miles down into the earth, and you will never get it if you don't give me
the comely Freya as a wife. No picayune pile of gold will ransom it!"

There was a huge problem with this. First, King Thrym was misanthropic. Even more
problematic was the fact that Freya was the goddess of war, wealth, crops, and
sensuality and that giving her away would trigger a war and possibly Ragnarok. She
wasn't Zsir but rather Vanir, another branch of the family who had warred with the Zsir
for control over Midgard. However, despite the fact that she is not Z&sir, she's a
formidable woman. She controls Sessrumnir, a hall matching Valhalla in size, and she
claims half of the laudable warriors from the Valkaries. Sessrumnir, unlike Valhalla, also
includes women.

This second family is rather mysterious in the mythology, but they may even be elves.
The animosity between the Z£sir and the Vanir leads some scholars who enjoy delving
into the Norse mythology to believe that the Vanir may represent an older set of gods
that were once worshipped in the Viking territories. In legend, Freya was given to the
Asir in an exchange of hostages as a potent guarantee of peace between the Vanir and
the Asir.

Knowing that the Zsir can't give Freya to the king of giants, Loki raced back to Asgard,
the home of the Zsir. He told Thor that Thrym was the culpable party, but that he was
demanding Freya as payment for its return. All the gods and goddesses then met in
council because giving up Freya could bring the end of the world, but without the
hammer, Thor would be unable to kill the monster to save the world when Ragnarok
came.
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Even though no one had solicited his advice, Heimdall then stepped forward and
suggested that they dress up Thor as Freya, putting on a bridal veil and adding Freya's
magical jewelry to fool the giants. Thor was adamant about not cross-dressing, but Loki
chastised him and pointed out that if Thor was too big of a sissy to dress up in a veil and
wedding dress, then the giants were going to win the final battle because the Z£sir
would have to give up either Freya or Thor's hammer, and they needed both.

Suitably chastised, Thor agreed to let the gods dress him in women's clothes and put the
magical Brisings' necklace around his neck. Women at the time would accrue keys, and

the more keys they had, the more status they had. Each key fit into a lock on a
cupboard or storeroom and represented resources she controlled. So, the Z&sir fastened
keys around Thor's huge waist. Knowing that Thor was not the most sagacious of the
/sir, Loki dressed up as a servant woman and went with Thor to the home of the giants
even though he hated having to play the part of a sycophant.

Thrym was thrilled when "Freya" showed up, but he was a little confused when "she"
ate an entire ox, eight salmon, and all the sweets before drinking three mugs of mead.
This obviously portended a problem. Suspicious, Thrym commented on the maiden's
appetite, and Loki quickly told him that Freya had fasted for eight nights because she
was longing for her wedding bed with Thrym. With this adroit lie, he convinced the king

to ignore such a picayune problem.

Satisfied, Thrym ordered his sycophants to bring in the hammer as a wedding gift to
Freya, but the moment Thor touched his hammer, he gave a pernicious laugh. With one
swing he killed Thrym, and then he attacked the others, sending one giant after another
crashing to the ground.

With a wide smile, Thor thanked Loki for his help with the giants. "Laudably done," he
boomed in his formidable voice. However, Loki was not happy in Asgar, so he would
sneak back to Jotunheim to be with his giant wife, Angurboda. With her, he had three
children who he hid from Odin and the other Zsir, but Odin suspected that Loki's
absences portended a problem, and he delved into the other man's personal life. He
found the hidden family and called for Loki to come before him in Asgar.

“We Zsir do not wed giants or father hideous monsters,” Odin told his cousin.
“How can you say that?” Loki argued adamantly as he refused to accept any culpability.
“You wedded the giant Jord who was mother to Thor, and your own mother was the

giant Bestla. And while Thor is now married to Sif of the golden hair, his first wife and
the mother of Magni and Modi is Larnsaxa the giant.”
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Odin was not convinced by Loki's words; he considered the complaints picayune, in fact.
“We took action to save Midgard after carefully and adroitly delving into the future.
Furthermore, Mimir sanctified those unions because of the formidable children we
would accrue through these relationships. Our children will be laudable champions of
the Zsir on the day of the last battle. However, | fear your children portend the end of
the world. They are the very monsters that the Norns foretold would kill the greatest of
the Zsir," Odin chastised him, adamant that the other Z&sir had been justified in their
actions and Loki had not.

After this, Odin commanded that the other &sir bring Loki’s children to Asgar. When
they returned, they led three pernicious monsters. The youngest, Hela, had half her
hideous body living and the other half in decay. The middle child was the formidable
serpent Jormungand, which the inscrutable Norns predicted would kill Thor even as
Thor strangled the monster. The eldest was the Fenris Wolf which Odin immediately
recognized as the pernicious monster the Norns foretold would kill him at the end of the
world.

“l cannot change the fate the Norns have seen without destroying the world, so | cannot
kill these monsters, but | will not have them in Asgard or Midgard or even Jormungand. |
will find a way to curtail their influence. Hela, you will have your own realm lower than
even Nifelheim, the home of trolls. You shall be the Queen of the Dead and you will
have Garm of the Bloody Beast—the watchdog of Helheim—to guard your dark domain.
There you will judge those who die in any other way than in battle. Those you feel
worthy will live in twilight in straw houses until Ragnarok. Those you judge wicked, you
may feed to the hideous beasts which live in the roots of Yggdrasill and gnaw the roots.

However, you must know that once across the River Gioll, no one can cross back until
the last battle.”

Odin reached out his hand and with a cry, Hela sank through the earth down to the
lowest roots of Yggdrasill and there she stays until the last day.

Next Odin took Jormungand and threw him into the sea where he grew until he
encircled the earth and held his tail in his mouth. And there he will stay trapped until
the final day. However, Odin did not know a place strong enough or a spell potent
enough to trap the Fenris Wolf, so he decreed that the world would stay in Asgar until
he finally found chains powerful enough to imprison him. Eventually, dwarf-made
chains were found, but not until the wolf was culpable for biting off the hand of his
caretaker, Tyr.

Now Odin’s favorite son was Baldur whose death portended the coming of Ragnarok.
This laudable and comely god was loved not only by the Zsir but also by the
misanthropist giants and trolls and elves. This seems implausible, but he had charmed
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them with his laughter and good will so that they forgot the perniciousness in their
hearts. Humans loved Baldur because he walked Midgard and taught them of potent
herbs and runes that allowed them to delve into the arcane arts. But Hondur, Baldur’s
blind brother, loved him more than any other.

While Odin and Frigga knew that Baldur would have to die as fate decreed, they wanted
to postpone it for as long as possible, so the sagacious Frigga traveled the earth and
obtained a vow from each plant that grew on the earth no matter how picayune; each
beast that walked, crawled, or flew the earth; and every person upon the earth from the
lowest troll to the greatest king. She even obtained vows from the elements and metals
and rocks. All creation vowed to never harm Baldur.

Once Frigga had finished her work, the Z&sir marveled because no axe or spear or arrow
would touch Baldur but would instead bend or fly off in a different direction no matter
how adroit the hand that threw it. One day, Loki was walking the woods when he saw
many of the Zsir gathered in a game. Everyone had gathered in a game in the forest.
Each would throw a weapon only to see it fly harmlessly aside. Even blind Hondur stood
among the company—silent as usual. Knowing the queen’s adroit ability to see through

a casual disguise, he transformed himself to the form of an old woman and appeared
before Frigga where she sat weaving the clouds in order to solicit information.

“l hear strange sounds of laughter and joy from the forest. The Z£sir there practice some
magic for Baldur stands there laughing as the Zsir fling stones and cast arrows at him,
but even the most laudable marksmen miss. Baldur stands in the middle of a ground
littered with axes and broken arrows."

“Yes,” agreed a happy Frigga. “I have taken an oath from each plant that grows on the
earth; each beast that walks, crawls, or flies the earth; every person upon the earth
from the lowest troll to the greatest king; and even metals and rocks. None may harm
Baldur,” she explained.

"How clever!" Loki lauded her. "But what about the plants that do not grow on earth?”
asked the old woman who was really Loki. “I know of a picayune plant called mistletoe
which grows not on the earth but on the bark of an oak tree. Has it sworn not to hurt
Baldur?”

“I did not remember that plant,” Frigga admitted, momentarily upset. “But it is such a
small plant and harmless that it is not important.” Frigga had accrued great wisdom
over the years, but obviously Frigga's sagacity failed her at this point.

“I agree; it is a foolish little plant,” the old woman agreed before leaving. As soon as he
was out of sight, Loki changed back into his true form and traveled to the north with an
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adroit plan in mind. Once there, he took a small twig and formed it into a sharp dart.
Then he made a fire with arcane magic given to him by a giant and he hardened the

small dart in the potent magical flames. When he had finished, he returned to Asgar
where the Zsir still played their game.

“Hondur, why aren’t you enjoying the game with the others?” Loki solicited information.
He knew that Hondur could not throw weapons since he was blind, and Hondur told him
as much.

“Well, | have a dart here that you can throw,” Loki offered as he pressed the mistletoe
dart into Hondur’s hand. “And | will turn you so you are facing your brother.” Loki
placed his hand on Hondur’s shoulder. Since Hondur did want to join with the others in
their game, he allowed Loki to guide him, and he threw the dart. The small dart hit, and
Baldur instantly dropped dead. All the Zsir froze in horror leaving Hondur asking what
had happened. By the time the others told him of his brother’s death, Loki had left and
Hondur’s grief was so great that he accepted culpability for his brother's death and did
not even tell the others that Loki had given him the dart. The Zsir chastised him for
committing such a hideous sin.

Once Baldur was condemned to live with Hela in the land of the dead, Loki went to a
feast in Valhalla, thinking that the £sir did not know what he had done. In fact, he was
looking forward to seeing their faces now that they had lost one of their own the way he
had lost his children. However, the Zsir had already delved into the facts behind

Baldur's death. When he came in, all the Z&sir stared at him with hostility, and Loki knew
that they had discovered his hideous and pernicious trick.

"Fine, so you know," he told them. "I did it. | took Baldur away from you."

When Freya stood up, Loki turned on her. "Shut up. You're a whore who's slept with
everyone here, Z&sir and elves both!"

At that point, Heimdall chastised him. "You're insane with drink and speaking
foolishness," he warned Loki. Thor simply issued a nasty threat since he was much more
adroit at hitting than talking.

Shaking his head at all of them, Loki spoke. "I thought | would live here with you, but |
won't. | won't be one of these sycophantic followers you're trying to accrue. |1 won't let
you abuse me. And don't think I'm going to die any time soon. I'll live to see you all
dead." At that, Loki left and decided to go to Midgard using the sacrosanct bifrost
bridge where he met Heimdall.
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“The queen of the Z&sir knows what you have done in killing Baldur. You swore a blood
oath to be Zsir, and you are culpable for betraying that oath. Therefore, Asgar will
never again be open to you," Heimdall insisted. Then he stood on the bridge ready to
defend the entrance to Asgar.

“On the day of Ragnarok, | will kill you,” Loki promised Heimdall adamantly before he

left and traveled Midgard, spending his time soliciting evil from the souls of men and
teaching lies... at least until Odin later imprisoned him.
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Answer these questions in complete sentences. Try to complete the page without
looking up the definitions.

What are all the ways the Z&sir accrued weapons for Ragnarok?

Who is more adamant in his position, Loki or Odin (and why)?

Who is the most adroit character in this story and why?

Did Odin have a right to chastise Loki for fathering his three children? Why or why not?

Who is most culpable for Loki's hideous behavior? Why?

Which mythology would you be most interested in delving into: Norse, Greek or Japanese?
Why?

Who is the most laudable character in the story? Why?
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Which of the offenses that Loki commits or that are committed against Loki seems most
picayune and why?

What portends Ragnarok in Norse mythology? Careful, there are several answers here.

Which preparations for Ragnarok do you think will be most potent? Why?

Which part of the story so far best exemplifies sagacity? Why?

Is it fair to sanctify Odin's marriage to a giant and not Loki's? Why or why not?

What has Odin done to solicit information on the coming battle between good and evil?

Were the /sir truly treating Loki like a sycophant? Why or why not?
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History

Not all words will be used, and you may have to change the form of the word (adj to noun, for example)
to get it to fit.

Accrue: Adamant: Adroit: Chastise: Culpable: Delve: Laudable: Hideous: Picayune: Portend: Potent :

Sagacity: Sanctify: Solicit: Sycophant:

The Norse strong women who ran the home while the men raided, but that

doesn't mean women had equal rights. Fathers chose husbands and women normally worked
only in the home. However, not all women were housewives. Trader's scales in a few women's
graves suggest that women did sometimes work as merchants, and their

own wealth. Stories have widows taking up their husband's trading routes and showing great
at making money. And while most women didn't have independent careers,

they sometimes traveled with Vikings when trying to establish new settlements. They faced the
storms at sea in open ships right alongside their husbands and fathers.

There's even evidence that Norse women settled right alongside their men everywhere from
Russia to Newfoundland, sharing their talents at weaving and tending farms.

How do we know this? Archeologists have into the past by searching

graves. In 1984, they found the Pagan Lady of Peel and her necklace. The cord had rotted away,
but it included 73 beads of glass, amber and jet in a wide range of shapes and sizes. She might
have been a trader and the beads from others as she travelled, or her

husband might have brought them home. However, the fact that the expensive necklace was
buried with the Lady shows that she was greatly respected. She was no

expected to live only to cater to her husband's needs.

It's hard to separate history from mythology and legend with the Norse people because so little
was written down. One famous Norse woman was Sigrid Storrada or Sigrid the Haughty.
According to legend, she was called haughty after having a king executed

when he was only for having the nerve to propose to her. She didn't think

he was good enough for her. She first married Eric the Victorious and was later connected with
another man, but her real story comes when a king named Olaf Trygvasson proposed to her. He
demanded she convert to Christianity, but she was about keeping her own

religion. He hit her. Rather than her for not going along with a man, the

other Vikings supported her. She calmly gathered a coalition of warriors that went to war and
destroyed Olaf.

Clearly, Norse women, while not Viking in the sense of being raiders themselves, were never
pushovers. They seem to the strong women who would appear many

centuries later in the modern age.
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Modern Language

These phrases might be common, but they sound immature. Can you rewrite these sentences to say the
same thing while sounding more educated? Make sure you use EVERY word from the word bank!

Accrue: Adamant: Adroit: Chastise: Culpable: Delve: Laudable: Hideous: Picayune: Portend: Potent :

Sagacity: Sanctify: Solicit: Sycophant:

Wow, that's a seriously strong smelling varnish you're using.

When the car broke down, he had a really clever idea to use baling wire to fix it until we got

home.

The fact that the thunder was cracking overhead should have been a sign that it was going to be
a crappy day.

The fact that Mary got A's while being homeless really shows that she deserves respect!

That's the ugliest dog I've ever seen.

Okay, there's a small mistake on the diagram, but it's a tiny mistake... really tiny... itsy, bitsy little
problem.

My parents found out | have a Myspace page and threatened to go digging through all my online
writing.
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My mother really yelled at me when | got home late last night.

Karl is a serious suck up.

| need to save up about 50 service hours to stay in National Honor's Society.

| hate the fact that we have to raise money for the band uniforms. It's really embarrassing
having to go door to door and ask for money from my neighbors.

| don't think I should be on the hook for the entire cost of the broken motorcycle because Jim
was with me when it got broken.

| am really, really going to insist that you help with this science project.

He's a smart guy, so don't try to con him.

Couples have a choice between getting married at the courthouse or having a priest or minister
bless the marriage in a church wedding.
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Word List 1:3

1.
2.

3.

9.

14

10.
11.
12.

13.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Avarice: n: excessive or insatiable desire for wealth or gain
Bane: n: a source of harm or ruin <national frontiers have been more of a bane
than a boon for mankind — D. C. Thomson>

—belli: a root meaning "warlike"

casus belli: n: (an event which justifies a declaration of war),

bellicose: adj: (favoring or inclined to start quarrels or wars),

belligerent: adj: (inclined to or exhibiting assertiveness, hostility, or
combativeness),

rebel: vi: (to act in or show opposition or disobedience <rebelled against the
conventions of polite society>)

Bilk: vt: to cheat out of something valuable : to evade payment of or to <bilks his
creditors>

Cajole: vt: to persuade with flattery or gentle urging especially in the face of
reluctance : coax <had to cajole them into going> : to obtain from someone by
gentle persuasion <cajoleed money from his parents>

-cide: A suffix meaning "killing."

Homicide: n: (murder of homo sapiens),
Patricide: n: (murder of a father),
Matricide: n: (murder of a mother),
Fratricide: n: (murder of a brother)

Epitomize: vt: to serve as the typical or ideal example of

. Exemplary: adj: serving as a pattern : deserving imitation : commendable <his

courage was exemplary>

Malice: n: desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another

Mendacious: adj: given to or characterized by deception or falsehood or
divergence from absolute truth <mendacious tales of his adventures>

Obtuse: adj: lacking sharpness or quickness of sensibility or intellect : insensitive,
stupid

Palpable: adj: 1 : capable of being touched or felt : 2 : easily perceptible :
noticeable <a palpable difference> 3 : easily perceptible by the mind : manifest
Resplendent: adj: shining brilliantly : characterized by a glowing splendor
<meadows resplendent with wildflowers — Outdoor World>
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Pre-reading

For each of the words, write the part of speech and then write a common word or

phrase that means the same thing, but in language that you would use in your everyday

life.

1. Avarice: Part of speech:

houn

acting like a greedy jerk

Bane: Part of speech:

Casus Belli: Part of speech:

Bellicose: Part of speech:

Belligerent: Part of speech:

Rebel: Part of speech:

Bilk: Part of speech:

Cajole: Part of speech:
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9. Homicide: Part of speech:

10. Patricide: Part of speech:

11. Matricide: Part of speech:

12. Fratricide: Part of speech:

13. Epitomize: Part of speech:

14. Exemplary: Part of speech:

15. Malice: Part of speech:

16. Mendacious: Part of speech:
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17. Obtuse: Part of speech:

18. Palpable: Part of speech:

19. Resplendent: Part of speech:
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Matching

Try to do this without looking back at the answers. If you have trouble remembering certain
words, make flashcards and study BEFORE you try to read the vocabulary section!

Avarice A. toserve as the typical or ideal example of
Bane B. to persuade with flattery or gentle urging
Bellicose especially in the face of reluctance
Belligerent C. to cheat out of something valuable
Bilk D. source of harm or ruin
Cajole E. shining brilliantly
Epitomize F. serving as a pattern : deserving imitation
Exemplary G. murder of a mother
Fratricide H. murder of a father
Malice I.  murder of a brother
Matricide J.  lacking sharpness or quickness of sensibility or
Mendacious . . . .
intellect : insensitive, stupid
Obtuse
K. inclined to or exhibiting assertiveness, hostility, or
Palpable .
combativeness
Patricide . Lo
L. favoring or inclined to start quarrels or wars
Resplendent . . . . .
M. excessive or insatiable desire for wealth or gain
N. desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another
0. characterized by deception or falsehood or
divergence from absolute truth
P. capable of being touched or felt : tangible: easily

perceptible

Copyright Lyn Cannaday



38| Page

1:3—The ring cycle

This story takes place before Loki left the Zsir. One of the exemplary heroes of the day
was a king named Sigmund. When Sigmund was a child, Odin knew that he was destined
for greatness, so he dressed as a hoary man in a wide hat and visited the boy's father,
King Volsung. When he was there, he drove a sword deep into the hard wood of a great
oak in the middle of Volsung's hall and said that only a laudable warrior could pull the
sword. Volsung knew then that the stranger was Odin. When Sigmund grew up, he
epitomized a noble warrior, which is why he could pull the sword from the oak and
become a formidable warrior. Sigmund had a son, Sigurd, and shortly after went into
battle with a neighbor, King Lyngi.

You see, Sigmund, by this time hoary and famous, won the beautiful Hjordis' heart when
King Lyngi was also courting her. The malicious King Lyngi took this as a casus belli and
attacked the old king's territory hoping to capture Hjordis.

Now, if Sigmund died of old age, he would never get into the resplendent Valhalla, but
as long as he had his sword, no man could kill him. So Odin appeared in the middle of
the battle and when Sigmund brought his sword down on the disguised Zsir, Odin
blocked it with his staff and the sword broke into two pieces. Only then could King Lyngi
kill the hero. While King Lyngi acted out of malice, Odin only had respect for the

exemplary hero and wanted to ensure his entrance to Valhalla.

Sigmund's wife, Hjordis, found him on the battlefield in palpable pain, and he made her
promise that she would save the pieces of his sword so that a new sword could be made
for their son. She promised and held him as he died. Hjordis rejected Lyngi and
married King Hialprek and together they raised Sigurd to be a strong and honorable
man. He rode a powerful stallion named Grani, who was descended from Odin's eight-
legged flying horse, Sleipnir. Unfortunately, just when Sigurd was coming of age,
Hialprek and Hjordis hired a smith and tutor who brought his mendaciousness into the
home.

The smith was an avaricious man named Reginn who epitomized the evil lurking in
men's hearts. Reginn's story starts back a few years. His father was an evil wizard and
his brothers shape-shifters. Odin, Honir, and Loki often travelled the countryside, and
one day the three spotted an otter lying beside a pond and eating a salmon. Loki picked
up a rock and adroitly flung it at the beast, killing it. They picked up the otter and fish
and headed for the nearest house hoping to find some hospitality and a fire where they
could cook the animals.

The owner, Hreidmarr took one look at the dinner the three brought, and he ordered his
sons to bind the three Z&sir. Now Zsir are not exactly gods... they are not all-powerful
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or all-knowing, and with his magic, Hreidmarr posed a significant danger. And his fury
was almost palpable. He took one look at the otter and cried, "That is my son whose
body you now hold. He would often change forms and fish in the pond, and | am now
owed a life in turn for his.

Honir, the epitome of level-headedness, spoke up, "But the law allows for a man to pay
a wergild when he kills without intent or malice. Let us go, and we will pay any wergild

you demand."

Hreidmarr was avaricious, so he thought on this for a second and then said that if they
could find enough gold that when it was stacked around the body of his dead son
nothing of the otter could be seen, then he would release them. After a quick
conference, the gods agreed, and Odin sent Loki to gather the gold. First he warned
Loki to not try and get help from Asgard because the wizard was clever and if he knew
he actually had the Zsir locked up, they would be in even greater danger from the

belligerent wizard.

So, Loki borrowed a magical net from the wife of an evil giant who lived in the ocean
and cast it in the pond. Soon enough, he caught a great pike; however, Loki was
sagacious enough to know that it was really a dwarf named Andvari who had a hoard of
gold. Loki held the fish as he flopped until it finally gave up and turned back into his true
form. In return for his freedom, Loki demanded all his gold.

Andvari tried to cajole Loki into letting him go, but Loki refused unless the dwarf agreed
to give Loki his hidden treasure. Andvari agreed, but he begged to be allowed to keep
his ring, with which he could make more gold. Loki refused. Really, considering the
magical powers of dwarves, this seems a little obtuse for Loki, but either he was having

an off day, or he thought it would make a good joke to turn a curse loose on the world;
Loki was known for having a malicious sense of humor.

"Then take it with my curse," the belligerent Andvari snarled with malice as he threw

the resplendent treasure down on the back of the pool. "The ring will bring ruin and
sorrow to anyone who wears it until both it and the treasure return to the water where
they belong."

Loki gave the equivalent of "whatever" with an almost palpable disgust for the dwarf,
and he headed back to save Odin and Honir. While both Loki and Odin wanted to keep
the stunning ring, they had to use everything to cover the otter, so Hreidmarr inherited
the ring and the curse. The wizard released Odin and the others, never even knowing
he had captured the Zsir who were far more valuable as hostages than the wergild
they'd paid.
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Hreidmarr's two sons, Reginn and Fafnir, then rebelled against their father and tried to
cajole him into giving them their part of the wergild saying, "We have lost a brother; you
cannot bilk us out of this price." Infected by the curse, Hreidmarr refused and locked
the gold away. The two boys, angry at their father's avarice, plotted to kill the wizard.

In the end, it was Reginn who killed Hreidmarr so they could claim the gold, but just
when Reginn started to celebrate, his brother took a sword and maliciously drove him
from the house.

"You have committed patricide, and the laws say there should be a life for a life, so
leave before | kill you." The mendacious brother had never intended to share.

"And you are bilking me out of what is mine; you will pay," Reginn yelled back, but his
brother wasn't exactly the epitome of honor, so he didn't care what Reginn said.

Waiting until after his brother left, Fafnir moved the gold into a cave deep in the
mountains and then took the form of a dragon to guard it, driven by avarice and the

ring's curse. Fafnir was a failure as a brother and son, but he made an exemplary
dragon.

Reginn knew he wasn't strong enough to fight his brother, but he had an adroit mind
that quickly thought of the boy Sigurd. Presenting himself as a talented smith and a
suitable guardian who could teach the boy about fighting, Reginn got a job with the king
using mendacious claims. He acted as Sigurd's mentor, and slowly he filled the growing
boy with thoughts of earning great glory and wealth. When Sigurd became a young
man, he cajoled Sigurd to go and kill the dragon Fafnir and claim the treasure for
himself.

Sigurd agreed, and only asked that Reginn make him an exemplary sword from the
broken pieces of his father's potent weapon. Agreeing, Sigurd worked for days over the
forge until he created a sword called Gram that could cut through an anvil. Happy with
the work, Sigurd first fulfilled his duty as a son by going and fighting the bellicose King
Lyngi who had killed his father. He was the epitome of Viking nobility. Only after killing
the old king in battle did he go after the dragon Fafnir.

Now, after taking one look at Fafnir, Sigurd was ready to go home because the dragon
was so large that he couldn't even reach him. While Sigurd wouldn't admit it, the fear
was palpable. However, Reginn told him to dig a hole and hide in it. Then, when the
dragon lumbered over, he could disembowel the creature. While Sigurd was normally
an astute warrior, he was a little obtuse when it came to trusting the mendacious
Reginn, so he was working on the pit when an old man with one eye and a wide-
brimmed hat appeared and asked what he was doing. Sigurd explained, and the old
man shook his head, explaining that Sigurd would surely die because trapped in the pit,
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the deleterious blood of the dragon would fall on him and poison him. He told the
young man to dig a series of trenches that would funnel the blood away. Sigurd did as
the old man suggested (yep, that was Odin), and he fatally wounded Fafnir.

Bleeding and dying, Fafnir called out for the name of the hero who had killed him, but
no matter how the dragon cajoled him, Sigurd refused to give his name because he
knew the power of names and malicious curses. Then the dragon lay down and told
Sigurd, "It doesn't matter who you are, you'll be known as Fafnir-bane from now on, and
| know who sent you. My brother Reginn wanted my gold, but it is cursed and sorrow
follows it. The treasure will be the bane of whomever owns it.

Sigurd was bothered to find that Fafnir and Reginn were brothers because fratricide was
a serious crime, so when Reginn returned, he asked his mentor about it. Now, Reginn
was surprised that Sigurd survived, but not worried. He told the hero to cook the
dragon's heart. Mendaciously claiming that this would transfer culpability for Fafnir's
death onto himself, he promised to clear Sigurd's honor of any stain of fratricide by
eating the heart. Believing his mentor, Sigurd used his sword to cut out the heart and
started to roast it.

When it was nearly done, Sigurd poked the meat to judge how close it was to being
finished, and he burned his finger. When he put his finger in his mouth, he didn't see the
dragon's blood on it, but immediately he could hear the birds in the trees speaking.
"There is Sigurd roasting Fafnir's heart for another, when he should eat it himself and
learn all wisdom" and "There lies Reginn who will be the bane of that young man, ready
to bilk him out of his destiny and betray him." His palpable surprise came not only from
being able to understand animals but also at the idea that his laudable mentor would
truly turn on him.

Slipping through the trees, Sigurd found Reginn sharpening a sword, and he cut the evil
man's head off and claimed the treasure for himself, slipping the ring of Advari on his
finger. The treasure included rings and armbands resplendent with shining jewels, so
Sigurd was feeling pretty darn successful. When the birds began to sing about the most
beautiful woman in the world trapped within a formidable ring of fire, Sigurd rode hard
to reach Hindfell. Without any fear, he rode his great horse through the ring of fire and
found a warrior inside, wearing resplendent armor. Using his sword--Gram, he cut the
cords binding the armor and found inside a beautiful woman, the very epitome of
beauty. She had a thorn in her arm, and he plucked it out. Immediately she woke up.

"Ah, you are Sigurd the brave, who | am destined to marry," she said with a resplendent

smile. He was a little shocked, but it turned out that she was Brynhild, a Valkyrie who
had disobeyed Odin about who to allow to win a great battle and took a bellicose and
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hoary king to whom Odin had promised victory. Odin stripped her of her immortality,
but put her in a magical, protected sleep until a laudable warrior came along.

Now Sigurd knew a good thing when he saw it. Brynhild was exemplary: strong, a
warrior, and dedicated to him, so he offered her his ring... yep, the only ring he had on
him at the time. They lay next to each other that night. However, in the morning,
Andavri's curse had begun to work on Brynhild and infect her with avarice. She told

Sigurd that before she would leave the timeless protection of the circle of fire, he
needed to go and find a kingdom so she could rule as queen.

Devastated at being dismissed (because he had fallen deeply in love), Sigurd left with
palpable disappointment and went out determined to prove his worth by making a
great name for himself. He gathered his treasure and headed out. The first place he
reached was the land of King Guiki, who offered him a home and the friendship of
himself and his two sons: Gunnar and Hogni.

Sigurd agreed, and he alternated between fighting great battles and staying at the home
of King Guiki. He came to like the family so much that he swore an oath of brotherhood
with Gunnar and Hogni. The only plausible problem was that he was a little obtuse
when it came to women. He didn't realize that Guiki's daughter, Gudrun, was falling in
love with him. Gudrun went to her mother for help when nothing she did could distract
Sigurd from his love for Brynhild.

Queen Grimhild was a witch, and she knew how to bilk Sigurd out of his destined love.
She brewed a potent drink from an arcane spell, and when she offered Sigurd the
potion, he drank it, thinking it was mead. He immediately forgot Brynhild. With no
memory of his true love, he quickly fell in love with Gudrun and the two of them
married, but their marriage was built upon a mendacious foundation and was doomed
from the start.

Years later, Queen Grimhild decided that Brynhild was wasted in the ring of fire. So, she
sent her son Gunnar to claim her, and both Sigurd and Hogni went along with him.
Sigurd still had no memory, so he tried his best to help his adopted brother to get into
the ring of fire that was resplendent with the mystical light of magic. He loaned him his
horse, but when Gunnar couldn't handle the stallion, the man had another plan. He
used magic so that he and Sigurd exchanged identities, each looking like the other.
Then, looking exactly like Gunnar, Sigurd leaped through the ring of fire.

Brynhild was shocked that a stranger had gotten through because Odin had promised
that only her husband-to-be could get in. When she demanded the stranger's name,
Sigurd mendaciously replied, "I am Gunnar son of Guiki and the warrior who had earned
the right to claim you in marriage by leaping through the fire."
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Brynhild was horrified now because she still loved Sigurd, but she had given Odin her
word that she would marry the warrior who could reach her, so she agreed to marry
him, and she gave him her ring... yeah, that same baneful ring. Sigurd lay with Brynhild
for three days as the ring of fire slowly died down, and each night he would put his
sword between them because he still believed himself happily married to Gudrun. But
as he wore the ring, memories started to return. By the time they walked out to meet
the others, including Gunnar who was disguised as Sigurd, he was starting to suspect
something was wrong. Byrnhild was heartbroken when she saw "Sigurd" and realized
that he didn't remember her.

Back home with Guiki, Sigurd gave the cursed ring to Gudrun and decided to never
mention his memories both because he was the epitome of loyalty and had married
Gudrun and because Byrnhild seemed to be happy with Gunnar.

This continued for some time until Gudrun and Byrnhild were at the river. Whoever
washed her hair downstream would have the dirty water from the other running
through her hair, and each claimed the upstream position. The belligerent Gudrun
claimed that Sigurd was bravest for killing the dragon; Brynhild said that her husband
was bravest for going through the ring of fire. At that point, Gudrun gave a malicious
laugh and said that her brother would never have the bravery to do that and as proof,
she showed Brynhild the ring that her husband had given her.

Brynhild was many things including headstrong and dangerous, but she was not obtuse.
Immediately, she realized how she'd been bilked by this family. She still loved Sigurd
enough to assume that he'd been maliciously tricked as well rather than believing he
would betray her. When she went home, she ripped up all her needlework, tore the
house apart, and wept until the mendacious Gunnar came to ask her what was wrong.
She told him that she knew what he had done and that she would plot his death and
show him nothing but belligerance for the rest of her life because he was a cowardly,
dishonorable worm.

Eventually Sigurd came to comfort her. He offered her all his treasure if that would
make her happy, but said that he could not break his wedding vows or betray a man to
whom he had sworn his brotherhood. He tried to cajole her into loving Gunnar, and
even begged her to give her husband her heart, but the whole time his heart was
breaking.

Angry that Sigurd would still value an oath to mendacious people who had tricked them
both, Brynhild told Gunnar and Hogni and their younger brother Gutthorn terrible lies
about Sigurd. The two older brothers had sworn to be brothers with Sigurd and couldn't
commit fratricide, so they sent Gutthorn to kill Sigurd in his sleep. Gutthorn fatally
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stabbed Sigurd, but when he was running from the room, Sigurd threw his sword after
him, cutting him in half. So Guddhorn and Sigurd both died.

The family prepared separate funeral boats, and when Brynhild saw her true love dead,
her pain was palpable. She realized that avarice had been her bane—she should have

married him before sending him out to claim a kingdom where she could be queen.
Grabbing his sword, she killed herself and fell next to him on the funeral boat with the
sword between them. The family set the boat on fire and pushed it out to sea. The
resplendent flames lit the night sky as they vanished beneath the waves together.

The ring and treasure was still cursed, but the family was a little obtuse. They gave

Gudrun to King Atli as a wife, and sent along the ring of Andvari. Feeling that same
cursed avarice, Atli decided to bilk the brothers out of the rest of the treasure. He called
for Gunnar and Hogni to be guests in his home, but suspecting homicide, they hid the
treasure at the bottom of a river. Sure enough, Atli killed Hogni and tried to torture the
location of the treasure out of Gunnar. He died before revealing it. This definitely was a
casus belli, but there was only one member of the family left to declare war.

In revenge for her brothers' deaths, Gudrun set fire to Atli's hall, committing mariticide
and killing all his men with him (and no Valhalla for them). Searching through the ruins,
she found Andvari's ring and put it on before she committed suicide by throwing herself
into the sea. With that, the curse finally ended.
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Answer these questions in complete sentences and make sure you tell me WHY you

gave that answer! Try to complete the page without looking up the definitions.

If the ring was only cursed in general, why did it infect everyone with avarice specifically?

What is the bane of morality in this story (other than avarice)?

What is the difference between being belligerent and bellicose?

Did the two sons have a right to any of Odin's wergild, or were they trying to bilk their father?

Which of these characters would be best suited to cajole you to do the right thing?

Which character most epitomizes evil?

Now that we've gotten to the end of the Norse unit, who would you call the most exemplary
character?
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Out of the entire unit, what was the most malicious act?

Which characters would you describe as mendacious? By the way, are you remembering to
write WHY on these questions??

Who would you call most obtuse?

What is the most palpable source of goodness or nobility in this myth?

Which character or characters from Norse mythology would have been able to resist a
resplendent treasure?

Who is the most sagacious character in the entire myth?

Who is the most culpable for the deaths of Brynhild and Sigurd?
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Who was the most formidable of the Norse characters?

Did Brynhild have a right to feel animosity toward Sigurd?

What personality flaws marred Sigurd?

Would you describe Loki as evil or just as having a dearth of goodness?
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History

Not all words will be used, and you may have to change the form of the word (adj to noun, for example)
to get it to fit.

Avarice: Bane: Bellicose: Belligerent: Bilk: Cajole: Epitomize: Exemplary: Fratricide: Homicide: Malice:
Matricide: Mendacious: Obtuse: Palpable: Patricide: Resplendent:

The Vikings were both and successful in their raids, and they owe a lot

of their success to technology. Today, we think of technology as computers and cell phones, but
technology actually means "the practical application of knowledge especially in a particular

area." Inthe case of Vikings, weapons and ships were the of

advanced technology. The longships could have as many as 100 men rowing all at once and
fleets as large as 200 ships supposedly attacked the shores of England.

The fear of raids was strongest at monasteries; Vikings were the

of any monastery set too near the ocean. It's not that the Vikings felt

toward the Christian churches... in fact Vikings accepted Jesus as "a

god" rather quickly. However the Viking raiders did suffer from , SO

they wanted wealth. Monasteries were with gold crosses and

expensive fabrics. They often had coffers with English coin. In fact, more medieval English coins
have been discovered in Norse territory than in England, so the Vikings were particularly good at

raiding.

Of course, no matter how good their boats where, the Vikings needed offensive weapons to
effectively raid England. Most Vikings carried spears and used them with deadly accuracy.

More important or wealthier Vikings would carry a sword.

The Viking sword was related to the Roman spatha, a flat blade. However, the Viking swords
had fullers... long grooves down the center of the blade that made the blade stronger and

lighter. The most examples also had complex carvings and runes

along the fuller. These swords would be passed from father to son. Only the most

farmer or monk would try to stop a longboat full of armed Vikings

that landed on shore. And while the Vikings could be (there are

examples of warriors killing poets for writing particularly offensive verses), the raiders were not

generally set on . They wanted to the

English of their money and go home.
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Modern Language

These phrases might be common, but they sound immature. Can you rewrite these sentences to say the
same thing while sounding more educated? Make sure you use EVERY word from the word bank!

Avarice: Bane: Bellicose: Belligerent: Bilk: Cajole: Epitomize: Exemplary: Fratricide: Malice: Matricide:
Mendacious: Obtuse: Palpable: Patricide: Resplendent:

Aman is so totally greedy that he's always trying to think up new ways to make money.

Arthur is the kind of person who just enjoys hurting other people.

Don't blame me for the fight; Joe is just one of those people who like to start fights all the time.

| had to kind of work on my mother for a while before she gave me permission to go to the lake.

| love playing basketball, but all that practice is the part | absolutely hate because it makes me
miserable.

| put down $500 on that car, but the dealer so totally cheated me out of my money.

You know how you see obnoxious, stuck up cheerleaders on television? Well she is a perfect
example of that stereotype.
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| went home and told my parents about my failing grade, but | might have been a little less than
truthful about the part where | turned the project in late.

My brother is about to drive me to murder.

No offense, but you're not the sharpest crayon in the box, are you?

She's a great cheerleader. | mean wonderful! At the competition, everyone commented on
how good she is.

That is one seriously beautiful, shiny necklace you got for your birthday!

We had a sub in third hour and he was all pushy and then he got pissy with one of the boys who
wasn't getting his pencil out fast enough.

When Christina walked in the whole class went silent. You could almost feel the shock in the air
because everyone figured she'd get kicked out after the fight.
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Unit One: Terms

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Accrue: to come about as a natural growth, increase, advantage, or legal claim <the
wisdom that accrues with age> : to accumulate or have due after a period of time
<to accrue vacation time>

Adamant: unshakable or insistent especially in maintaining a position or opinion.
Syn: Inflexible

Adroit: having or showing skill, cleverness, or resourcefulness in handling situations
<an adroit leader> <adroit maneuvers>

Animosity: ill will or resentment tending toward active hostility: an antagonistic
attitude. Syn: enmity

Arcane: known or knowable only to the initiate <arcane rites>. Syn: secret

Avarice: excessive or insatiable desire for wealth or gain

Bane: a source of harm or ruin <national frontiers have been more of a bane than a
boon for mankind — D. C. Thomson>

Bellicose: favoring or inclined to start quarrels or wars

Belligerent: inclined to or exhibiting assertiveness, hostility, or combativeness

Bilk: to cheat out of something valuable : to evade payment of or to <bilks his
creditors>

Cajole: to persuade with flattery or gentle urging especially in the face of reluctance
: coax <had to cajole them into going> : to obtain from someone by gentle
persuasion <cajoleed money from his parents>

Casus belli: an event which justifies a declaration of war

Chastise: to inflict punishment on OR to censure or criticize severely

Comely: pleasurably conforming to notions of good appearance, suitability, or
proportion : having a pleasing appearance

Culpable: meriting condemnation or blame especially as wrong or harmful

<culpable negligence> Syn: guilty
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16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.
24.

25.

26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

34.

Curtail: to make less by or as if by cutting off or away some part <curtail the power
of the executive branch>

Dearth: an inadequate supply <a dearth of evidence> Syn: lack

Deleterious: harmful often in a subtle or unexpected way <deleterious effects>
<deleterious to health>

Delve: to dig or labor with or as if with a spade: to make a careful or detailed search
for information <delved into the past>

Epitomize: to serve as the typical or ideal example of

. Exemplary: serving as a pattern : deserving imitation : commendable <his courage

was exemplary>

Formidable: causing fear, dread, or apprehension <a formidable prospect> OR
ending to inspire awe or wonder. Syn: Impressive

Fratricide: murder of a brother

Hideous: offensive to the senses and especially to sight : exceedingly ugly OR
morally offensive

Hoary: gray or white with or as if with age OR extremely old <hoary legends>. Syn:
ancient

Homicide: murder of homo sapiens

Inscrutable: not readily investigated, interpreted, or understood: <an inscrutable
smile> Syn: mysterious

Laudable: worthy of praise

Malice: desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another

Mar: to detract from the perfection or wholeness of. Syn: spoil
Matricide:murder of a mother

Mendacious: given to or characterized by deception or falsehood or divergence
from absolute truth <mendacious tales of his adventures>

Misanthrope: a person who hates or distrusts humankind (mis: bad, anthr:
humanity)

Obtuse: lacking sharpness or quickness of sensibility or intellect : insensitive, stupid
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35.

36.

37.

38.
39.

40.
41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.
49.

Palpable: 1 : capable of being touched or felt : tangible 2 : easily perceptible :
noticeable <a palpable difference> 3 : easily perceptible by the mind : manifest
Patricide: murder of a father

Pernicious: highly injurious or destructive OR wicked

Picayune: of little value or account; small; trifling: <a picayune amount>

Plausible: superficially fair, reasonable, or valuable; appearing worthy of belief <the
argument was both powerful and plausible> OR only superficially pleasing or
persuasive <a swindler..., then a quack, then a smooth, plausible gentleman — R. W.
Emerson>

Portend: to give an omen or anticipatory sign of. Syn: indicate

Potent : having or wielding force, authority, or influence : powerful OR chemically or
medicinally effective <a potent vaccine>

Rebel: to act in or show opposition or disobedience <rebelled against the
conventions of polite society>)

Resplendent: shining brilliantly : characterized by a glowing splendor <meadows
resplendent with wildflowers — Outdoor World>

Sagacity: keen in sense perception and judgment : discerning <sagacious judge of
character>

Sanctify: to set apart to a sacred purpose or to religious use. OR to free from sin.
Syn: purify

Solicit: to make petition to: to try to obtain by usually urgent requests or pleas
<solicited donations> OR to entice or lure especially into evil

Sycophant: a servile self-seeking flatterer. (a suck up)

Thrive: to grow vigorously. Syn: flourish

Thwarted: to run counter to so as to effectively oppose or baffle: contravene: to

oppose successfully : defeat the hopes or aspirations of
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