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Why study vocabulary?

Earl Nightingale wrote of a 20-year study of college graduates. "Without a single
exception, those who had scored highest on the vocabulary test given in college were
in the top income group, while those who had scored the lowest were in the bottom
income group.”

According to Paul Diederich, of Educational Testing Service hundreds of studies have
demonstrated that college students’ performance correlates closely with their
vocabulary scores. In other words, the better your vocabulary, the better you will do
in college.

Scientist Johnson O'Connor gave a vocabulary test to executive and supervisory
personnel in 39 large manufacturing companies. The test results were conclusive.
"Presidents and vice presidents averaged 236 out of a possible 272 points; managers
averaged 168; superintendents, 140; foremen, 114; floor bosses, 86. In virtually every
case, vocabulary correlated with executive level and income." People with big
vocabularies got promoted!

Carla Kessler, who designed and runs a web-based vocabulary program, researched
vocabulary learning and found that “Even strong readers benefit from direct instruction
of vocabulary and new word learning skills.”” She further found that "The single most
accurate predictor of how well a reader understands text is vocabulary knowledge"

Dana May Casperson, a business consultant who helps businessmen become
proficient with the Internet, writes that “you need to develop a strong vocabulary and
proper grammar skills. You need to know how to construct a sentence to accurately
convey your message. Because e-mail communication in not in person and because it
is fast and informal, it lacks the common communication cues that come from voice
inflection, facial expression and body language. Your choice of words, therefore,
becomes an even more critical part of your communicating.
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Parts of Speech Review

As you use vocabulary, you need to use words correctly. If someone said, “Ran chair
yesterday," it wouldn't make sense. If you say, “The perfidious is bad," it sounds equally
strange. In order to use words correctly, you must use them correctly.

Adjectives

These are words that describe a noun. They can either come before the noun (the blue house)
or they can come after a linking verb (the house is blue). The dictionary tells you if a word is
an adjective by placing (adj) after the word in the entry.

Underline the adjectives in the following sentences.

1. The three blue cars left the shady street and drove to the beautiful park.

2. | have never seen such a horrible mess!

Noun

A person, place, thing, or idea. You can often (but not always) spot a noun by seeing if you
can put “a,” “an,” or “the” in front of the word.  The dictionary tells you if a word is a noun by
placing an (n) after the word in the dictionary entry.

Underline the nouns in the following sentences.

1 Without leaving her house, Joan ordered groceries off the internet.

2. TV is a great way to learn new ideas, but it can also be a waste of time.

Verb

An action or one of eight linking verbs. (am, are, is, was, were, be, being, been). Except for the
linking verbs, all verbs are divided into transitive and intransitive.

Transitive Verbs

These verbs require some sort of ending (called an object) to be correct. The dictionary will
label transitive verbs like "castigate" or "venerate" with a (vit) although some on-line dictionaries
will have "Function: transitive verb" and others will just say "used with an object"

“Like" is a transitive verb. You can't say ‘I like" without telling what it is you like. You need an
object for you to like right there in the sentence. ‘I like ice cream.

“Broke" is a transitive verb. If you said “Last week, | accidentally broke," that doesnt make sense

(unless you're a robot who lost a transistor). You need to tell me what you broke. “Last week, |
accidentally broke Mom's favorite vase.
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Intransitive Verbs

These verbs don't need an ending or object to be complete. The dictionary will label verbs like
"oscillate” or "rail" with a (v.i) or "Function: intransitive verb" or just "used without object"

"Sleep" is an intransitive verb. You say, ‘I slept" In fact, if you WANT to add something onto that
sentence, you have to use a prepositional phrase because you can't put an object directly
behind an intransitive verb. So, you have to say, ‘I slept before the test"

“Cried" is another intransitive verb. “I went home and cried"

*Note: some verbs, like "obfuscate" or "cook” can be either transitive or intransitive.

In the following sentences, underline every verb and above the word, label that verb as either
transitive (requiring an object) or intransitive (not requiring an object).

1. Kevin fathered three children before he died at the age of 8L

2. Bianca arrived, but her bus had already left by the time she picked up her
bags.

3. Amal forgot his shoes in the gym, so he called his friend to drive him back.

Adverb

These are far rarer than the other three, but they help describe either a verb or an adjective.
The dictionary marks these with an (adv). You can even make your own adverbs by adding
“‘ly” to many adjectives. Underline the adverbs in the following sentences.

1 She didnt just run-she ran quickly.

2. Star Trek offered to “boldly go where no man has gone before.”

3. She is a very nice person who dresses horribly.
Special note: “Real” is an adjective. That coin is real If you are using it in place of the word
“very,” you have to add ‘ly.” So, the correct sentence is, ‘She is really nice.” NEVER say, ‘She
is real nice.” You'll sound like a hillbilly!

Correct the adverb/adjective problems in this passage by correcting any mistakes.

Sara is a real compassionate person. Other people feel sorry for the homeless

without doing anything to help them, but Sara is a real hero. She spends every
Tuesday night in this real dirty homeless shelter down on 5% Street. It takes a

real special person to volunteer not only money but also time.
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Parts of Speech & Vocabulary

When you learn a new word, you have to make sure that you use the words in the right “slots” in a
sentence. A noun has to be used in a noun slot, a verb has to be used in a verb slot, and so on. On each

of the following exercises, figure out which sentences uses the vocabulary word correctly.

Conflagration: n. FIRE; especially : a large disastrous fire.

A. The fire conflagrationed the entire forest area.
B. The conflagration destroyed the forest.
C. The conflagration fire destroyed the entire forest.

Fathom: v.t. To penetrate and come to understand

A. When it comes to math, | really just can’t fathom.
B. I really just can’t fathom algebra.
C. I can’t understand mathematics because it’s so fathom.

Surreptitious: adj. Done, made, or acquired by stealth : CLANDESTINE

A. Her surreptitious behavior made her mother very suspicious.
B. Her surreptitious made her mother very suspicious.
C. Her behavior made her mother surreptitious suspicious.

Doubly: adv. In twofold degree or extent

A. The boy’s behavior made his teacher doubly.
B. The boy’s behavior doubly his teacher angry.
C. The boy’s behavior made his teacher doubly angry.

Onerous: adj. involving, imposing, or constituting a burden : TROUBLESOME

A. The employees agreed that cleaning the freezer was onerous difficult.

B. The employees onerous cleaning the freezer because it was difficult.

C. The employees agreed that cleaning the freezer was onerous.
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Crooks and Robbers

Junior English Vocabulary Workbook
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Reading Skill: Pairing

One of the most important skills is figure out what words mean from context. If you can't figure words
out from context, you end up either not understanding the reading or you have to use the dictionary so
much that it gets annoying. So, we're going to learn to figure words out from context.

Pairing — when an author repeats an idea to make his point clear. If you don’t know one word,
you may know the other. Often times, a word is paired when it is connected to another word in the
sentence with a comma or with the word "and." Let's look at a sample.

In the end, the traitor was perfidious, faithless to the ideals he once
claimed to love.

The new word is "perfidious."
The comma shows that perfidious is related to "faithless."

So, are these two words identical? No, but they're close. What kind of faithlessness would a
traitor have? Really big faithlessness, really little faithlessness, temporary faithlessness? Use
the whole sentence to get an idea of what exactly "perfidious™ means and write your best
definition below.

The couple had an unspoken, tacit agreement that they would split the
cost of the trip.

What signals that you have a pairing? __comma

What word is it paired with? unspoken

Guess at the definition:
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Pairing Practice

The shiny, bright red sports car seemed extremely showy and ostentatious.

What signals that you have a pairing?

What word is it paired with?

Guess at the definition:

The audience clamored and shouted for the band to come out on stage and begin the concert.

What signals that you have a pairing?

What word is it paired with?

Guess at the definition:

The lawyer showed legal acumen as she brutally cross-examined the witness and forced him to admit to

his lies with her stunning shrewdness.

What signals that you have a pairing?

What word is it paired with?

Guess at the definition:

The audience’s acclamation gratified the actress, who liked the obvious approval of her performance.

What signals that you have a pairing?

What word is it paired with?

Guess at the definition:
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Word Bank

Perfidious Tacit Ostentatious

Clamored Acumen Acclamation
Definitions
—noun

a loud uproar, as from a crowd of people; a vehement expression of
desire or dissatisfaction: the clamor of the proponents of the law;
popular outcry BUT THIS WORD IS ALSO

intransitive verb
to make a clamor; raise an outcry.

transitive verb

to drive, force, influence, etc., by publicly demanding:

—-noun
a loud shout or other demonstration of welcome or approval:

—adjective
understood without being openly expressed; implied; silent;
saying nothing; unvoiced or unspoken:

—adjective
characterized by or given to pretentious or conspicuous show in an
attempt to impress others; intended to attract notice:

—adjective
deliberately faithless; treacherous; deceitful:

—noun
keen insight; shrewdness:
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Dillinger
Words can often change part of speech, and they are always

used in particular ways. If you want to be a successful writer, it's
important that you use the word so that it sounds natural.

- ‘_ Words in Context; John
-
.

},-L John Dillinger, often acclaimed as a Robin Hood style thief, was a
criminal who plagued the police in the thirties. His ostentatious lifestyle and his criminal acumen
captured the American imagination so much that many movies have been made about him, and people
love to cheer for this bad guy.

Dillinger had trouble from early in his life; he often sneaked out of the house and got in trouble with a
group that called itself the "Dirty Dozen." The name was a tacit admission that this group was up to
something wrong, and there were rumors that they stole items off the freight trains that came through
town. He believed that his father had shown great perfidy by being supportive one day and delivering
corporal punishment the next. To be fair, Dillinger's father probably felt like John was pretty perfidious
because the young man insisted on getting in trouble and going against his family's teachings.
Eventually, Dillinger's father retired to a farm. He hoped that if he got his son away from the
ostentatious wealth that the young man envied so much, that Dillinger would settle down. Maybe he
would even show some acumen for farm work or business. Instead, Dillinger stayed in the city.

Now on his own, Dillinger became even more ostentatious; he got into drinking and fighting and hiring
prostitutes. He clamored for adventure. Perhaps it was this need for adventure that led him to sign up
for the Navy, but he showed his perfidious colors again by going AWOL, absent without leave. Yep, he
ran. The Navy kicked him out. He then got married, but his perfidy showed its head in his marriage, and
their relationship fell apart.

At this point, Dillinger's life was falling apart, but things were about to get worse. An older friend, Edgar
Singleton, talked him into robbing a local store. During the crime, Dillinger hit a man with an iron bolt.
Even though the man wasn't seriously injured, the police treated the crime very seriously because of the
physical attack. The public was clamoring for the police to take violent criminals off the streets. After
Dillinger was arrested, the police encouraged him to plead guilty. He was young, and there was a tacit
understanding between the police and Dillinger that the judge would go easy on him because it was his
first crime. Instead, the judge gave him 10 to 20 years.

You might think that such a harsh punishment would be met with acclamation from the victim, but even
the store owner thought the punishment was ridiculous. He asked the judge to reduce the sentence. It
didn't work. Singleton showed a little more acumen in dealing with the criminal justice system—he
hired a good lawyer and only got 2 to 14 years.
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Prison turned Dillinger into a true criminal. He wrote a tacit apology to his father, saying:
“I know | have been a big disappointment to you, but | guess | did too much time, for where |
went in a carefree boy, | came out bitter toward everything in general... if | had gotten off more
leniently when | made my first mistake this would never have happened.”

In prison, Dillinger made friends with career criminals who later became gang members. From 1924
until 1933, he was in prison for that first crime. When he got out in May of 1933, he didn't waste any
time. In September, he helped smuggle guns into the prison, and he broke the rest of his gang out of
prison. He obviously wasn't perfidious with them, like he had been with so many others.

His criminal acumen had developed during those years in prison. He planned bank jobs carefully,
memorized floor plans, calculated the distance to the nearest police station, and made the gang
members go on trial runs. And his ostentatious antics during the robberies made him stand out. He slid
across counters, leaped railings, and even flirted with the women. But his reputation was really created
by one incident.

He and the gang hit a bank in Greencastle, Indiana. They grabbed thousands of dollars, but then
Dillinger went up to one of the cashiers. A farmer was standing at the cashier's window with a small
stack of money in front of him. Dillinger asked if the money was his or the bank’s, and the farmer told
Dillinger it was his money. Hearing that, Dillinger told the man to keep his money—that he only wanted
to rob the bank.

From then on, most people clamored for stories of the "honorable" thief. When Warner Brothers (a
movie studio) created a short documentary about the FBI agents going after Dillinger, people in
Dillenger's hometown cheered when the criminal’s picture appeared on screen, but jeered the agents.
The head of the FBI, a man named J. Edgar Hoover, heard that story, he was so furious at the town's
perfidy, that he put the whole town under surveillance by the FBI.

But Dillinger didn't really deserve this acclamation. If anyone got in his way during a robbery, he killed
them. Because of Dillinger's willingness to kill, the FBI put him on the "Most Wanted" list. He was
captured a couple of times, but each time, he managed to escape through a combination of acumen and
luck (and possibly a lawyer who was perfidious to his oath to uphold the law. One rumor says his lawyer
actually bribed police officers to allow Dillinger to escape). Dillinger became so determined to not get
caught, that he had plastic surgery so the FBI couldn't find him.

Despite all of Dillinger's caution, he was ostentatious in his pursuit of women. He dated Evelyn Billie
Frechette, a French/Native American woman, and Polly Hamilton, a waitress who worked for a famous
brothel owner. But in the end, it was his relationship with the brothel owner herself, Anna Sage, that
brought him down. Clearly, his acumen with women did not match his criminal acumen.

Sage was a Romanian ex-prostitute who ran several brothels, and the police had threatened to kick her
out of the country. An FBI agent named Melvin Purvis talked Sage into identifying Dillinger for them so
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that they could arrest him when he went to a movie with her. Some people feel this act was perfidious,
and others believe that a thief who goes from woman to woman doesn't deserve any loyalty from his
dates. Either way, Sage went with Dillinger to a Clark Gable movie while the FBI set up around the
theater. They were going to recognize Dillinger because he would come out of the theater with the
woman in the red dress. Sure enough, when they came out, Sage was in a red dress and the FBI pulled
their guns.

Dillinger ran. There's a tacit belief that shooting someone in the back is wrong; however, the FBI was
not going to risk Dillinger escaping. They opened fire. Dillinger was shot six times in the back, two
women on the street were wounded, and the FBI got their man.

Or did they? Rumors immediately started flying that Sage had set up the FBI by fingering the wrong
man. These rumors suggested that no girlfriend would show such perfidy to Dillinger and that Dillinger's
criminal acumen had led him to the perfect escape plan. According to the rumors, the FBI shot a small
time crook named Jimmy Lawrence, and Dillinger was now free to retire with hundreds of thousands of
stolen dollars.

Instead of getting acclamation for taking a dangerous criminal off the streets, some people clamored for
an investigation of how Dillinger died, and other refused to believe he was dead at all. It didn't help that
a death certificate listed the body's eyes as brown, but Dillinger's eyes were blue. Most likely, a doctor
was just not paying attention to his work, but no one will ever know for sure.

Even today, loyal (or crazy) fans celebrate July 22 as "John Dillinger Day." Was he a perfidious criminal or
a modern Robin Hood? Members of the "John Dillinger Died for You Society" call him a Robin Hood.
They still meet at the Biograph Theatre once a year and walk the path where Dillinger fled as FBI agents
shot him down.

Quick Check

(n) a loud eager expression of approval or praise

(adj) implied or indicated but not actually expressed

(adj) showy; flashy; one who makes a pretentious display

(n) a loud uproar or (v. i.) to become loudly insistent

(adj) one who shows great faithlessness or disloyalty

(n.) Quickness of intellectual insight
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After the Reading

Was Anna Sage perfidious for wearing that red dress? Explain!

Do you think Dillinger's tacit apology was enough for his father? Explain!

Do you think being around ostentatious wealth makes a person more likely to turn to crime? Explain!

Why do you think people clamored for stories of Dillinger when he was a killer who never gave money to
the poor? Explain!

What evidence is there of Dillinger's great acumen?

Would you offer Dillinger acclamation if he were to show up alive today? (Well, ignoring that whole bit
where he'd be REALLY old). Explain!
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Note Cards!!

Note cards are a great way to learn words if you do them right. Most of us don't. Learning is struggling,
and if you just flip the card over when you don't know the answer, you aren't learning. So, let's do
something more effective. The front will have the word. The back has three parts: a definition with the
part of speech, a sample sentence YOU WROTE with the word in it, and a picture that you drew.

n. daydreams
K e\/er , eS Temhers don+ Ike

i+ When I'm los+
in réveries

v.. To wander from place

to place of @
A= = o adj. one gpguﬁanders a oD
\ Q’( \ Q’ An Hintrote hforKEr

Midh+ work o four
or fivt dfferent farms
every Yeor.

——
—

Using Note cards

1. Bring them to class. You must have them with you to get points.

2. When you have study time, give your set of cards to a classmate. The classmate will show you the
word. If you can immediately define the word without trouble, put that card aside for the day.

3. If you can't get a card, have the person holding your card describe the picture. "You have a stick figure
guy holding a stick with a bag tied on the end." Hopefully this will trigger the memory.

4. If you still can't get the word after having the picture described, have the person holding your card
give you your sentence. Hopefully you'll remember.

5. Only after you've really struggled to come up with the definition and failed three times should the
person tell you the definition.

6. Continue studying those words you missed until you have set the entire set of cards to the side
because you guessed every one easily the first time you saw it.
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Pairing Practice

Remember, the whole point with pairing is to figure out what a word means from the sentence. In this
case, you have a complete paragraph. | want you to circle whatever signals that you have a pairing.
Most of the time, that's going to be a comma or a word like "and." However, be careful, the sentences
can get tricky. |then want you to underline what word the vocabulary is paired with and draw a line
between the new word and its paired partner. Above the word, | want you to write what you really think
it means after looking at the whole paragraph.

Robert is one of the mostgr;JEI malicious people who works at the Newland Store. When
he comes to work, the other employees are morose and grumpy because they all know that
Robert is going to do something to make everyone else miserable. One day, he decided to
malign a new employee and tell the manager an evil lie about the new employee stealing
clothes through the back door. The new employee tried to prove his innocence, but it was just
too difficult—too arduous. The poor man lost his job because of Robert’s lies. Even worse, the
man had very little money, and when he lost his job, he lost his apartment. He ended up living
on the street where he suffered privation; he didn’t even have access to food every day. To be

concise and to the point, Robert ruined the man’s life with his lie.
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Word Bank

Malicious Morose Malign
Arduous Privation Concise
Definitions
—adjective

expressing or covering much in few words; brief in form
but comprehensive in scope; succinct:

—adjective
gloomily or sullenly ill-humored, as a person or mood;
characterized by or expressing gloom:

—adjective
characterized by, or showing malice; hateful; spiteful:

—transitive verb
to speak harmful untruths about; speak evil of; to slander
or defame another:

—-noun
lack of the usual comforts or necessaries of life; deprivation :

—adjective
requiring great exertion; laborious; difficult: an arduous undertaking;
requiring or using much energy and vigor; strenuous:
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Words in Context: Ma Barker

Arizona "Kate" Donnie Clark Barker, otherwise known as Ma Barker
became famous long after she died. Decades after she was gunned
down in an FBI shootout, Roger Corman directed a movie that showed
this mother in all her murderous, malicious glory. But there's a small
problem. Some historians suggest that people maligned Ma Barker
when they called her the brains behind one of the biggest crime waves
in history.

As a child, Kate lived in privation. In Missouri, she used to watch Jesse
James ride by her shack, and many of her neighbors stole in order to get money for food. As she grew
up, she became known as a morose and rather unattractive girl, and most people assumed she would
have an uneventful life. She married a farmer worker named George Barker, but life was still arduous
for the woman now known as Kate Barker.

Her husband was a malicious man and a poor father who gave her four sons but never really helped
raise them. Her four boys, Herman, Lloyd, Arthur ‘Doc’ and Freddie, started getting in trouble at an
early age. With so many mouths to feed and a husband who seemed satisfied to live the privation of a
tar paper shack, the boys were always hungry and Ma Barker had very little help in the arduous task of
keeping them away from trouble. The local police would arrest the boys for petty crimes, and Ma
Barker would go down to the station and cry or beg or blame the neighbors for maligning her sons.
However, she never held them accountable for their malicious acts, and she never punished them.

In the late twenties, George Barker left the home. Morose over the fact that his sons were far closer to
their mother than him, and angry that Ma Barker had stopped listening to anything he said, he just took
off. Three or four years later, the Barker family took up crime in a more serious way.

Fred Barker, the baby of the family, got sent to prison for killing a police officer while trying to steal a
car, and he met a man named Alvin Karpis, a malicious and dangerous criminal who had an interest in
bank robbery and kidnapping. They joined forces, and the new Karpis-Barker gang started climbing the
FBI's Most Wanted list. Their malice spilled out onto anyone in their path; unlike Dillinger, they didn't
just fire back at police. They would kill anyone in their way including bystanders and bank customers.
They kidnapped well-known community members and delivered a very concise message: pay a random
or watch the victim die.

As they became more famous, the newspapers started reporting on rumors that their mother was the
malicious mastermind with the criminal acumen. At the time, Bonny and Clyde were headline news, and
female criminals made for good stories. The problem is that the papers didn't have any evidence that
Kate Barker ever participated in any crime; however, they didn't let a little thing like the truth stop them
from maligning her name. Rather than list her full name (Arizona "Kate" Donnie Clark Barker), they
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wanted something concise and catchy that would fit into a headline. The papers named her "Ma
Barker."

It wasn't actually all that hard to malign Ma Barker. She continued to live with her boys as they killed,
kidnapped and stole their way across the Midwest. In fact, she profited from their illegal activities
because she no longer had to live in privation. However, Karpis once wrote, "She was somebody we
looked after and took with us when we moved city to city, hideout to hideout. It is no insult to Ma's
memory that she just didn't have the know-how to direct us on a robbery." According to Karpis, Ma
Barker wasn't up to the arduous job of planning their elaborate job. He put it rather concisely when he
stated, "We'd leave her at home when were arranging a job, or we'd send her to a movie. Ma saw a lot
of movies."

Some people believe that J. Edgar Hoover, the head of the FBI, may have directly maligned Ma Barker
and given the newspapers those rumors. They think he made her out to be an ostentatious and
dangerous criminal mastermind in order to have an excuse to throw all the FBI's weight behind
capturing or killing the Barker gang. You see, the Barkers kidnapped a friend of Franklin D Roosevelt—
the President of the United States. Clearly, they were not the smartest group.

The beginning of the end came when the group turned on each other, an event not all that unusual
when you have a group of malicious and unethical people. One of the gang members, George ‘Shotgun’
Ziegler, started bragging and throwing money around every time they moved their hideout, which was a
problem because the gang was supposed to be in hiding. Karlis and the Barkers gunned him down in a
restaurant. However, they forgot to check the body, and when the FBI came to investigate, Ziegler had
some concisely written notes in his pockets—things he had meant to give to gang members. The notes
had the names of the gang members, their associates and personal information. | did mention these
guys weren't smart, didn't 1?

‘Doc’ Barker was caught first. He was sent to Alcatraz, the famous prison where prisoners were abused
daily. He was so morose that he attempted an escape even though he knew the guards would most
likely kill him. They did.

A week after Doc was captured, the FBI cornered Fred and Ma. After an arduous four hour shoot out,
the house fell silent. When the FBI went in, Fred had been shot multiple times, and Ma Barker once, and
both were dead. There's some confusion, though. Certainly, Ma Barker's dead body had a machine gun
in its hands. However, some people say Ma Barker was shooting the machine gun at police. Her
supporters claim that the FBI was maligning her when they publicly announced she'd been firing a
weapon at them. They say she picked up the machine gun only after Fred was shot; they think she killed
herself because she was so morose over the fact that her youngest child died in front of her.

Shortly after that, Herman Barker was wounded in a shootout with police and then killed himself with
his own gun. Lloyd, the only one who survived for long, went to prison for 25 years.
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That left Karpis, a man who was only an honorary Barker and not true family. However, he was so
furious that J. Edgar Hoover had maligned Ma and attacked the family with such malice that he vowed
revenge. He actually wrote the FBI director a concise and threatening letter in which he promised to
gun Hoover down the same way Hoover had ordered Ma and Fred gunned down.

Karpis and the FBI had a shootout in Atlantic City, but over a dozen agents finally surrounded and
trapped Karpis in New Orleans. J Edgar Hoover himself went up and told Karpis he was under arrest, and
that was the end of Ma Barker's gang.

George Barker, Ma’s husband (because they'd never gotten around to the actual divorce papers) buried
Ma and Freddie in Oklahoma. Supposedly he said, "She never would let me do with them what | wanted
to." His tacit suggestion that he wanted to discipline his sons suggests that Ma might have been
maligning George when she accused him of being a bad husband and father. Or perhaps George truly
had been a terrible father, and now he was simply morose and regretted not disciplining his sons while
he still could. Either way, George failed his sons. And as much as Ma Barker loved her boys, she raised
them to be monsters.

Quick Check

(adj) hard to accomplish or achieve; Difficult

(adj) showy; flashy; one who makes a pretentious display

(adj) a person who means to cause another pain or injury

(n) the state of being deprived; a lack of what's needed to live

(adj) marked by brevity of expression or statement

(n) a loud uproar or (v. i.) to become loudly insistent

(adj) one who shows great faithlessness or disloyalty

(n.) Quickness of intellectual insight

(n) a loud eager expression of approval or praise

(adj) having a sullen and gloomy disposition

(v.t.) to speak an evil lie that harms another

(adj) implied or indicated but not actually expressed
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After the Reading

Should law enforcement officers have a right to malign someone if it means getting a criminal off the
street? Explain!

Do you think privation is ever justification for crime? Explain!

Give one concise statement of a rule for mothering that Ma Barker clearly didn't know.

Were J. Edgar Hoover's actions malicious or justified? Explain!

What made the task of capturing the Barker gang less arduous? Explain!

Do you think Ma Barker could have been morose enough to take her own life at the end? Explain!

21| Page Copyright L. Cannaday



Extending your vocabulary |

If you know a few root words, you can really expand your vocabulary. After all, if
you know that "cide™ mean "kill" or "death," (think homicide or pesticide or suicide)
you automatically know that someone or something is getting dead in prolicide or
sororicide or episcopicide. How weird are those words?

Here's your first root word:
fid: belief, faith -- Latin, fidere: to trust

Perfidious means a person who shows faithlessness or disloyalty. "Per" means "away" so perfidious
literally means you're a long way away from your own faith! You'd better already know this word.

Confide: This word is either an intransitive verb meaning to show confidence by sharing secrets or a
transitive verb meaning to tell a secret. You have faith in someone.

Bona Fide: This adjective means that something is the real deal - it’s not counterfeit. You can put your
faith in this item to be genuine.

Fidelity: This noun is used to describe the condition of people who are always loyal, and it’s also used to
describe things that are accurate in the smallest detail. You can put your faith in people or objects that
have fidelity.

Infidelity: This noun means showing disloyalty or betraying a moral obligation, such as betraying a
marriage. "In" means not, so this literally means not having faith or being worthy of faith.

Answering questions

Often students answer questions by repeating the word without understanding it. Are you morose?
"Yes, I'm morose," the student writes without understanding the word. In here, you have to answer
questions NOT with the word but by incorporating the definition of the word into the sentence.

Sample: Would it be better to confide in a perfidious person or a morose one?

| woud rather tel mv secrets to a reav sad and doomv nperson because there s
stl a cood chance thev wi keeo mv secret A person who is maiorv dsova
s oo to ook for a wav to stab me n the bak

What might a teacher do that you would consider a bona fide act of malice?
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Pairing Unit -- Vocabulary List

When you write the definition of the word, make sure you include part of speech. How many do you
know without looking? Try to fill them in without looking; this will give you a good idea of how prepared
you are for the test. Once you've done as much as you can on your own, go back and look the rest up to
finish the page.

Perfidious

Tacit

Ostentatious

Clamor

Acumen

Acclamation

Malicious

Morose

Malign

Arduous

Privation

Concise

Confide

Bona Fide

Fidelity

Infidelity

Make sure you have every word on a flashcard. Since these words could appear on any test from now
until the end of the semester, make sure you save your flashcards!
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Using words correctly

It's easy to use new words incorrectly by putting the word in the wrong place in the sentence or
using the wrong words around it (like putting a noun behind an intransitive verb or leaving a
noun off a transitive verb. Fix all the following sentences except one. One is written correctly.

1. She acclamationed the incredible singer after the concert.

2. The trip was incredibly arduous hard.

3. You may not believe the offer, but it's absolutely a bona fide

4. The class clamored profanity when the teacher hit Raul.

5. The teacher wanted concise essay.

6. The girl had to confide with her best friend.

7. The man's acumen ability in business led to him to earn his first million before he was 19.
8. Her fidelity was never in question.

9. Her malicious led her to shoot the boy who had dumped her the day before.

10. Because Jack wanted the job, he ended up maligning.

11. Even though Kathy accused Amel of perfidious, he had been faithful the whole time.

12. The couple was privation; they didn't even have running water in the house.
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Advanced Pairing Practice

The words on this page will never be on a test, and you don't need to make note cards. In fact, I'd rather
you didn't use these words. Yes, they are all real English words, but they're used so rarely that people
will look at you strangely if you actually use them. So, why are they here? You need to prove that you
can figure out words using the context of the sentence. So, | want you to circle whatever signals that
you have a pairing. Most of the time, that's going to be a comma or a word like "and." However, be
careful, the sentences can get tricky. | then want you to underline what word the vocabulary is paired
with and draw a line between the new word and its paired partner. Above the word, | want you to write
what you really think it means after looking at the whole sentence.

1. The doctors say he is cachaemic and his diseased blood is slowly killing him!

2. Her gaucherie and her behavior were so out of line that no one wanted to make eye contact

and we all just sort of stood around wondered how we were supposed to answer.

3. The overwhelming bathos of the play just left us cringing at the overdone emotion and bad

acting.
4. The gardener was concerned about the black xylem, the woody part of the step on the plant.

5. He is such an immature little guab that | don't want to take him along with me to the concert,

but my parents are making me.
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Vocabulary Practice

Check to see whether you can do the follow without looking back through your notes. This will give you
a good idea about whether you are ready for the quiz! There are no right or wrong answers, but you
must explain yourself and underline the words’ definitions in your sentence!

Example: Would it be considered privation if a parent forbid a child to enjoy reveries?

Answer:
Yes. chidren need to davdream. so a oparent who forbids it woud be denvino
ther chidren a basic  need

Would privation stop a person from dressing in an ostentatious way?

What might make a person refuse to malign someone?

Is fidelity an important trait that you would clamor for in a prospective date?

Are the following opposite (O), the same (S), or not related at all (N)?

Perfidious / Evil

Tacit / Bright

Clamor / Whisper
Acumen / Intelligence
Acclamation / Applause
Malicious / Kind
Morose / Sad

Concise / Long

Bona Fide / Counterfeit
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Creating Meaning

The more often you use a word, the more likely you are to remember that word. It also helps if you
think about the word and how it connects to other things in your life. So, if you apply words to people or
events in your life, you are more likely to remember them. Try it out.

Describe a time when a friend acted in a perfidious way.

What is one tacit agreement you have with your parents?

Describe a time when you earned acclamation.

What is the most arduous task you have ever tried and succeeded?

When have you shown fidelity toward someone?

27| Page Copyright L. Cannaday



Found!

Junior English Vocabulary Workbook
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Reading Skill: Explanation

With particularly difficult words, authors will sometimes define the word right in the sentence. So, you
can look for an explanation right in the sentence much like you look for a paired word. Punctuation
often signals that there's a definition inside a sentence. If an unfamiliar word is followed by a phrase in
commas, that phrase is called an appositive, and it will usually be a definition. Another piece of
punctuation to look for is a semicolon. A semicolon connects two sentences that are very closely
related, so if you have a semicolon in a sentence, one half might explain the other half. But be careful.
Sometimes definitions are buried a little deeper.

Greg was avaricious; he refused to even spend money on food and nearly
starved even with millions in the bank.

The new word is "avaricious."
The semicolon means the two halves of the sentence are similar so it means "refused to even
spend money on food."

There are a lot of reasons why someone wouldn't spend money. They might be poor or careful
with money or greedy. Look at the rest of the sentence. Which is true here? How strong of a
word is avaricious? Write your best definition below.

Kelly has a penchant for hiking early in the morning, so she has a strong
preference for hiking early in the day.

What signals that you have an explanation? Careful, this is a complicated one.

What words explain this new term?

Guess at the definition:
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Explanation Practice

Hedonism, the pursuit of pure pleasure, can make a personiill.

What signals that you have an explanation?

What words explain this new term?

Guess at the definition:

Jody lived a sedentary life, rarely engaging in exercise or even leaving the house for a walk.

What signals that you have an explanation?

What words explain this new term?

Guess at the definition:

In shop class, Charles is inept; he hit his finger with a hammer and dropped his project.

What signals that you have an explanation?

What words explain this new term?

Guess at the definition:

When they heard the President’s speech, the people were derisive, hooting and howling with anger.

What signals that you have an explanation?

What words explain this new term?

Guess at the definition:
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Word Bank

Avaricious Hedonism Penchant