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Documented Expository Paragraph
Read the following three articles, and take notes. At the end, you will have to decide whether the
father, Paulus van der Sloot, acted unethically. Write a paragraph explaining your position. In
order to fully explain yourself, you will need to give a clear position in your topic sentence,
present clear reasons (primary support), and pull information from the articles (secondary
support). Before we read, let's review the structure of an expository or explanatory paragraph
(same thing).

Topic Sentence: Give topic, present a clear position. The topic here is given (Paulus van der
Sloot's actions, so you need a position)

Primary Support: A main reason where you explain your position.

Secondary Support: Details from an article that support your thoughts and conclusions.
Because this is a documented essay, you MUST use parenthetical citations to indicate which
article you used.

Transition: A transition tells me how events are related. Does your next reason come after your
first in time (later, much later, after that). Is your next fact more important (more importantly,
of far more significance, even more significantly). Is your next fact simple one more reason in a
simple list (next, second, furthermore).

Primary Support: A second main reason.

Secondary Support: Details from an article with documentation.

Transition: explain the relationship between ideas

Primary Support: A third main reason.

Secondary Support: Details from an article with documentation.

Closure: Repeat your topic and restate that position. Make sure people understand what you are
trying to explain to them.

A topic sentence must be one clear sentence. Primary supports are generally one sentence.
Secondary supports are between two and four, usually. A transition may be a sentence by itself
or just a word or phrase attached to another sentence, and a closure can be anywhere from one to
four sentences, depending on whether you think you need any last minute explaining. This
paragraph should be a page to a page and a half of handwriting.

Ringing any bells? You did this freshman year, so we just need to dust off the brain cells.
As you read, look for evidence of what Paulus van der Sloot did or did not do.
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NANCY GRACE TRANSCRIPTS
Nancy Grace for August 12, 2005, CNN-HN
Aired August 12, 2005 - 20:00:00 ET

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM AND MAY BE
UPDATED.

http://edition.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0508/12/ng.01.html

NANCY GRACE, HOST: Tonight, breaking news in the case
of missing American girl, 18-year-old Natalee Holloway, who
disappeared the last night of her high school senior trip. The
state`s key witness, who blows the alibis of three chief suspects
to bits, has been located.

It is day 75 -- 75. State's chief witness, a gardener, has been located. This is the man
whose testimony cracks the case wide open and could land the Kalpoe brothers back
behind bars with their buddy, judge's son Joran Van Der Sloot.

With us tonight in Aruba, Natalee`s mother, Beth Holloway Twitty. In Atlanta,
defense attorney Renee Rockwell and defense attorney Penny Douglas Furr. In New
York, forensic psychologist Dr. Michael Nuccitelli, and "A Current Affair"
correspondent Harris Faulkner.

Right now to Harris Faulkner. Harris, bring us up to date, friend.

HARRIS FAULKNER, "A CURRENT AFFAIR": Well, we`re talking about the
gardener who we`ve been waiting to hear this testimony on the record about what he
saw the night Natalee Holloway disappeared. And we learned recently that he had
fled Aruba and gone back to his homeland in Colombia. So all hopes might have
been dashed. But Nancy, now that they have tracked him down, we`re going to look
to see him give testimony on the record, hopefully, by as soon as on Monday. So
that`s the big news tonight.

GRACE: Harris, tell me what happens now. Now that the gardener has been located,
what`s next? When will he come to court?

FAULKNER: Well, you know, it`s important, Nancy, first of all, for him to just tie
the ribbon on this one. He`s got to get on the record and go to court. We`re hoping to
see that early next week. What they were wanting and what the head prosecutor on
the island of Aruba was hoping for was that he was going to come into court
yesterday, on Thursday. Hopefully, that`ll happen early next week.

But in the meantime, just to get statement on record is important because what he
says on the night that Natalee Holloway disappeared puts Joran van der Sloot and the
Kalpoe brothers at the scene at 2:30 in the morning. Why is that important? Because
that`s the time that van der Sloot says he was back home with his parents. If, in fact,



Greenway High School, English 5 Curriculum 6

he was at the beach with these two other guys and Natalee was with them, that blows
their story out of the water. So we just first have to see it on record.

GRACE: Man, you`re not kidding! Let`s go to Natalee`s mother. I understand we`ve
now got you hooked up. Beth Holloway Twitty is with us. Hi, Beth. What do you
make...

BETH HOLLOWAY TWITTY, NATALEE`S MOTHER: Hi, Nancy.

GRACE: Welcome back, Beth. What do you make of the new news that the
gardener has been found?

BETH HOLLOWAY TWITTY: Well, you know, Nancy, I mean, that`s huge news.
And I`ve known as early as probably July the 10th that that beach trip was falling all
apart. I mean, holes have been made in that -- you know, that last scenario where
Deepak and Satish [Kalpoe] say they last left and saw Natalee and Joran. I mean,
holes have been made in that since as early as July the 10th -- even earlier than that,
since July the 1st, right before Deepak and Satish Kalpoe were released.

GRACE: Well, you know, another thing -- well, Beth, you told us day one that
everybody`s lying. They`re all lying. Let`s talk about Paulus van der Sloot for a
moment, the judge, Joran dan der Sloot`s father. I understand that his story is
changing, too. First he said he picked them all up at one time, now he`s changed the
time. That`s very significant.

BETH HOLLOWAY TWITTY: Oh -- oh, it`s a very critical detail. And the night
that we arrived on the island -- you know, Jug does not misinterpret a 4:00 AM time
pickup to 11:00 PM. I mean, Paulus van der Sloot stated that he picked them up at
4:00 AM on May the 30th. Then -- we don`t know who they were, but then even as
far as June 16 and June 17, Mr. van der Sloot was still stating this 4:00 AM pickup.
Only until around -- maybe it was when he was picked up or arrested did he change it
to 11:00 PM that I had knowledge of. So there`s another critical element that has
been -- that he`s lied about.

GRACE: That is a huge time discrepancy. That`s seven hours, 4:00 to 11:00. Long
story short, when you have a judge changing his story on behalf of his son -- oh,
there he goes! [shows news footage of Judge Paulus Van Der Sloot running from the press when

asked for a statement] This is how I know him best, Beth. I don`t know if you can the
monitor or not, but that`s the judge`s backside. When a CNN correspondent was
trying to get him to answer a question, he took off running.

You know, seven hours is a big discrepancy, Beth Twitty. Another issue is why is the
father, the judge, having to pick them up anyway? They had a car.

BETH HOLLOWAY TWITTY: Well, I mean, that`s a good question. And really, I
want to make sure I get it straight, Nancy. Paulus Van Der Sloot was stating -- had
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changed his time to 11:00 PM on the 29th. Originally, he had stated he picked them
up at 4:00 AM on the 30th.

GRACE: Gotcha.

BETH HOLLOWAY TWITTY: He went from 4:00 AM on the 30th back to that,
to 11:00 PM on the 29th.

GRACE: Whoa! That`s a huge time discrepancy!

BETH HOLLOWAY TWITTY: Yes. I don`t think we could have mixed up 4:00
AM and 11:00 PM.

GRACE: No, I don`t think so, either. Beth, I don`t know if you`ve ever had to pick
your daughter -- my parents never had to pick me up at 4:00 AM anywhere. But I
think that they would remember it very well if they were out driving around trying to
pick me up, as a 19-year-old.

Very quickly, to Renee Rockwell, veteran trial lawyer. You know, Renee, it struck
everyone as odd that the gardener disappeared. But Renee, let`s get real. How many
times have you, I and Penny -- you as a defense lawyer, me as a prosecutor -- been
on the phone or even out driving around at 3:00 or 4:00 o`clock in the morning,
trying to find a witness? It`s amazing! When court time comes, people suddenly start
disappearing. It`s not that unusual.

RENEE ROCKWELL, DEFENSE ATTORNEY: It seems like there may be some
foul play if he accidentally went out of the country. I understand that he went to
Colombia to visit his family. And I also think that he might be illegal in Aruba. But
Nancy, remember, the government has, what, 22 more days to put something
together or he`s out of there. They have to release van der Sloot.

GRACE: Take a listen to this, guys.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP): DAVE HOLLOWAY, NATALEE`S FATHER:
... I spoke directly with Paul Van Der Sloot. And you know, I don`t know
whether I believe everything he said, but I did believe one thing, and that was
that he would do everything he could to protect his son. And you know these
daily visits that he has, you know, you know, as well as I do, he`s going to be
in there coaching and pumping his son, you know, just to keep on, keep on,
and you`ll eventually get out. Unless they isolate him and not allow him to
have any visits with his parents, I just don`t think we`re going to get much
more out of him. (END VIDEO CLIP)

GRACE: And you know, though, Beth, you were saying that at the get- go, when
you were telling us before it became public about how they were changing their
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story, and now even the father, the judge, Paulus van der Sloot, changing his story,
changing the timeline. Right then, that`s a tip
there is nothing to lie about?

Transcript downloaded on Tuesday, June 15, 2010

PALM BEACH, Aruba, Aug. 30, 2005

Aruba Suspect's Parents Speak Out
Exclusive: Joran Van Der Sloot's Parents Criticize Natalee's
Family

By Jill Preschel
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/08/30/earlyshow/main802484.shtml

(CBS) Paul and Anita van der Sloot's dream is to have their son
home. In an exclusive interview with CBS News correspondent
Kelly Cobiella, Anita says, "We want him to go on with his life."

Joran van der Sloot, 18, has been held since early June in the
from Aruba of Alabama teen Natalee Holloway. Joran hasn't been charged, but
authorities on the Dutch Caribbean island have named him a suspect in the case. His
parents say the only thing established for sure is that Joran was with N
night she vanished, and they stand by his insistence that he didn't hurt her.
Prosecutors have to notify Joran's attorney if they plan to ask a judge to hold him for
30 more days. As of Monday night, it hadn't happened. A hearing is set for
Wednesday, and Joran could be set free.

Natalee's mother, Beth Holloway Twitty, says she's convinced Joran is guilty and
that Paul, a one-time judge, is helping Joran get away with it. Paul denies it, saying,
"We are not hiding anything. We are telling the w
And we've always told Joran to tell the truth."

From the beginning, Cobiella says, Joran has been the main suspect, and the primary
focus of prosecutors and the press. Anita accuses both of following bad leads and
spreading rumors, instead of looking for the truth. But she's most upset with
Holloway's family for attacking her son and husband on television. "I think what the
family is doing is terrible," Anita says. "I don't think it's their right to do these things
like this. I know they must be upset."

The van der Sloots have chosen to defend themselves only sporadically until now,
because they blame the U.S. media for making their son look guilty. "News should
be based on facts," Anita says. "If not, it's a show … to
people. That is no news, no news at all."
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http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/08/30/earlyshow/main802484.shtml

(CBS) Paul and Anita van der Sloot's dream is to have their son
home. In an exclusive interview with CBS News correspondent
Kelly Cobiella, Anita says, "We want him to go on with his life."

Joran van der Sloot, 18, has been held since early June in the May 30 disappearance
from Aruba of Alabama teen Natalee Holloway. Joran hasn't been charged, but
authorities on the Dutch Caribbean island have named him a suspect in the case. His
parents say the only thing established for sure is that Joran was with Natalee the
night she vanished, and they stand by his insistence that he didn't hurt her.
Prosecutors have to notify Joran's attorney if they plan to ask a judge to hold him for
30 more days. As of Monday night, it hadn't happened. A hearing is set for

esday, and Joran could be set free.

Natalee's mother, Beth Holloway Twitty, says she's convinced Joran is guilty and
time judge, is helping Joran get away with it. Paul denies it, saying,

"We are not hiding anything. We are telling the whole truth, nothing but the truth.
And we've always told Joran to tell the truth."

From the beginning, Cobiella says, Joran has been the main suspect, and the primary
focus of prosecutors and the press. Anita accuses both of following bad leads and

ing rumors, instead of looking for the truth. But she's most upset with
Holloway's family for attacking her son and husband on television. "I think what the
family is doing is terrible," Anita says. "I don't think it's their right to do these things

this. I know they must be upset."

The van der Sloots have chosen to defend themselves only sporadically until now,
because they blame the U.S. media for making their son look guilty. "News should
be based on facts," Anita says. "If not, it's a show … to damage people, to slander
people. That is no news, no news at all."
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But the van der Sloots agree with Holloway's family on this: The investigation was
botched from the beginning and, they add, that they also desperately want the
mystery solved. "If Natalee is never found," Paul says, "it will always, always hit
our lives, not only the lives of the Holloways, but also our lives."

The van der Sloots have an angel in their home they keep lit for Natalee, but right
now their focus is on their own child. "Our goal is to get Joran back," Anita says. "I
just want my kid back. It has been enough. It really has been enough."

Joran van der Sloot Biography
June 08, 2010
http://www.biography.com/articles/Joran-van-der-Sloot-573934

Born Joran Van der Sloot August 6, 1987, to parents Paulus and Anita Van
der Sloot in Arnhem, Gelderland, Netherlands. Joran grew up in an affluent
household; his father worked as a prestigious lawyer, and the family often
traveled to exotic locals to keep up with Paulus' jobs. The eldest of three
brothers, Joran was an honors student who took an avid interest in soccer
and hoped to play for a college in Tampa, Florida, as a teenager.

At 16, van der Sloot and his family relocated to Aruba, Jamaica, so that Paulus could
become a judge there. With a father as a judge and a family friend as acting police
chief on the island, Joran lived a life of privilege and acted with impunity. He
regularly gambled on a $5,000 line of credit his father set up for him, partied with
friends and picked up women.

Van der Sloot became a household name in 2005, when he met Alabama teenager
Natalee Holloway while she and four friends vacationed on the island of Aruba in
Jamaica. That evening van der Sloot snuck out of his family's large compound to
meet with Natalee and her friends. According to later testimony, the three young men
headed to Carlos & Charlie's, where Holloway began dancing with van der Sloot and
drinking heavily. At the protests of her friends, Natalee jumped in the car with van
der Sloot and the Kalpoe brothers.

After Holloway didn't arrive at her hotel the next morning, police began an island-
wide search for the teen. A week later after collecting their initial evidence, police
arrested Joran, Deepak and Satish as suspects in Holloway's disappearance. The boys'
testimonies initially coincided, saying that they all went to the beach with Holloway
and then dropped her back off at her hotel. This story soon dissolved, however, when
video surveillance tape of the hotel revealed that the Kalpoe brothers' car never made
it to the hotel. Armed with a new confession, Deepak and Satish told investigators
that they dropped van der Sloot and Holloway off at a fisherman's hut on a nearby
beach, at Hollway's insistence. The brothers said they didn't hear from either teen for
the rest of the evening.
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Van der Sloot told a different story to the police. He said that after he and Natalee
were dropped off, they walked down the shoreline and then became intimate. But
Holloway didn't want to go back to the hotel. Tired, van der Sloot left Holloway on
the beach and called the Kalpoes to pick him up. Later evidence, including text
messages and Internet chat logs, reveal that van der Sloot's testimony was inaccurate.
As Joran's story became suspicious, police made van der Sloot their prime suspect.
They also arrested van der Sloot's father, believing that he may have helped his son
hide the body and had aided in the boys' testimonies to police. Without enough
evidence to detain either member of the van der Sloot family, and with their special
legal connections, police let both father and son go. The van der Sloot family returned
to Holland at the end of the summer, and Natalee's body was never found.

Dutch journalist Peter de Vries pulled van der Sloot back into the spotlight in 2008,
after he managed to get what seemed to be a taped confession from the 22-year-old
with a hidden camera. In the tape, a man named Patrick van der Eem, who posed as a
drug dealer and criminal to become van der Sloot's friend, pulled an entirely new
story from Joran. Van der Sloot said that, after the couple had sexual intercourse, they
took a walk on the beach. Holloway, heavily intoxicated, began having a seizure.
Scared, van der Sloot watched as the girl died in his arms. He then called a friend,
who put the body on a boat and dumped it in the ocean. They determined that if a
body didn't appear, there was no proof of a murder.

According to van der Eem, Joran would tell this same story over and over, admitting
that he was there at the time of Holloway's death. The taped evidence aired on
television, and helped push for a new investigation into the Holloway disappearance.
But the video didn't hold up legally; Aruba police deemed the tape to be more
bragging, and not actually a true confession. Van der Sloot also insisted that he only
told the story to seem tough to van der Eem, who he thought was a professional drug
dealer.

On February 11, 2010, van der Sloot's father, Paulus, died of a heart attack at the age
of 57 while playing tennis. Many still believe that the elder van der Sloot had political
pull in the country that kept his son from going to jail. Others maintain that Paulus
helped hide Holloway's body, and then instructed the boys as to how they would
confess to officials. Although Holloway's family insists that Paulus insinuated his
son's guilt in conversations with them, there remains no hard evidence to conclude
that this is true.

In recent years, Joran van der Sloot has lived a playboy lifestyle, siphoning off of his
late father's inheritance and selling his story about Natalee for money. Then in May of
2010, van der Sloot was charged in Alabama with the attempted extortion of
$250,000 from Holloway's family, in return for disclosing the location of her body.
According to a sworn statement by Hollway's parents, van der Sloot received a down
payment of $15,000, which was wired to a Netherlands bank by the Hollways in order
to get information about their missing daughter. He then led the Holloways' lawyer to
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a housing lot, saying that Natalie's body had been buried there with his father's help.
No body was found.

He used the money he'd made to fund a gambling trip to South America. On May 30,
2010, exactly five years to the day of Holloway's disappearance, the body of 21-year-
old Stephany Flores Ramirez was found in a Lima hotel room registered under van
der Sloot's name.

Authorities say the hotel room where Ramirez was found was covered in blood,
indicating a struggle. The girl was beaten, her neck broken, and her body wrapped in
a hotel sheet. Van der Sloot was arrested in Chile several days later and returned with
authorities to Peru, where he reportedly confessed to the murder. Van der Sloot told
Lima police that he had left Ramirez in the hotel room while he went to get them
coffee. When he returned, the woman was on his laptop—supposedly looking at
evidence that may have tied him to the Holloway murder. Van der Sloot flew into a
rage, then allegedly snapped Ramirez's neck. He also admitted to emptying the girl's
wallet, then fleeing the scene. "I did not want to do it," van der Sloot is said to have
told authorities. "The girl intruded into my private life."

Van der Sloot was charged with the Ramirez murder in June 2010, and sent to
Peruvian jail to await trial. Van der Sloot's attorney argued that the confession should
be nullified on the grounds that it was made in the presence of a police-appointed
defense lawyer. A Peruvian police chief disagreed, citing that van der Sloot was not
only properly represented at the time, but that evidence included blood stains found
on van der Sloot's clothing. If tried and convicted, van der Sloot faces anywhere from
15 to 35 years in prison.

© 2010 A&E Television Networks. All Rights Reserved.
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The Elder van der Sloot's Actions: Reading for detail
List each action the father, Paul or Paulus van der Sloot, took. If the action was ethical (right),
put a check mark on that column. If the act was unethical (wrong), put a check there. If you
think that it's impossible to know whether the act was right or wrong without asking Judge van
der Sloot WHY he took it, then you would leave both columns blank. You may not fill every
line, but you should try to fill as many as you can. The more detail you pull out of the reading,
the easier the writing becomes.

Ethical Unethical
___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

___________________________________________________ _______ ________

Pick a position and EXPLAIN it. All you're doing is explaining why you are taking a position, so
you do not have to write a persuasive paper, only a documented expository paragraph. You have
two possible options.

1. Paulus van der Sloot acted to protect his son and did not do anything immoral or unethical.

2. Paulus van der Sloot acted in a way that was immoral, unethical, or just plain wrong.
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Outlining:
Outlining means that you pick your best evidence and line up your ideas before you start writing.
That way, you don't get in the middle of a paper and forget what you planned to say. We need to
do a quick outline.

Primary Supports (YOUR idea—not a specific detail from the reading.)
What are the three best reasons that support your position?

1)____________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________

3)____________________________________________________________________________

Secondary supports (details from the story)
Now go back and under each primary support, jot down what evidence supports your
reason. Show that you were a careful reader and that your opinions are based on
evidence and not just pulled out of the air.
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Documenting Evidence
When you are documenting evidence, you must do two things: 1. Keep a list of your sources—
everything you actually USED. This list is stapled to the BACK of your paragraph or essay. 2.
Use parentheses () to tell me which information came from which source.

Step One
Look up any citation guide (Student Resource Manual, Dianahacker.com, a book) and then just
follow the format. DO NOT try to memorize this because the rules change all the time.

Article One:

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Article Two:

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Article Three:

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Step Two:
Take the first word or two words of each citation. That is what you will use in the parentheses
any time you use a fact, quote, or even an idea from that article.

Article One: __________________________________

Article Two: __________________________________

Article Three: __________________________________
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Teacher sample

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Pre-Reading
New story, new prediction. Let's get the brain going before we get going on the story.

On a stormy night, in the tempestuous times of the French revolution, a young German was
returning to his lodgings, at a late hour, across the old part of Paris. The lightening gleamed, and
the loud claps of thunder rattled through the lofty narrow streets—but I should first tell you
something about this young German.

Gottfried Wolfgang was a young man of good family. He had studied for some times at
Göttingen, but being of a visionary and enthusiastic character, he had wandered into those wild
and speculative doctrines which have so often bewildered German students. His secluded life, his
intense application, and the singular notion of his studies, had an effect on both mind and body.
His health was impaired; his imagination diseased.

What do you know about the historical setting (the French revolution)?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Look at the characterization of Gottfried. What do you think of him as a person and
why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Make a prediction. What do you expect to happen?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Adventure of the German Student
From Tales of a Traveller
BY WASHINGTON IRVING

1. On a stormy night, in the tempestuous times of the French
revolution, a young German was returning to his lodgings, at a late hour,
across the old part of Paris. The lightening gleamed, and the loud claps of
thunder rattled through the lofty narrow streets—but I should first tell you
something about this young German.

2. Gottfried Wolfgang was a young man of good family. He had
studied for some times at Göttingen, but being of a visionary and
enthusiastic character, he had wandered into those wild and speculative
doctrines which have so often bewildered German students. His secluded
life, his intense application, and the singular notion of his studies, had an
effect on both mind and body. His health was impaired; his imagination
diseased. He had been indulging in fanciful speculations on spiritual
essences, until, like Swedenborg1, he had an ideal world of his own around
him. He took up a notion, I do not know from what causes, that there was
an evil influence hanging over him; an evil genius or spirit seeking to
ensnare him and ensure his perdition2. Such an idea working on his
melancholy temperament produced the most gloomy effects. He became
haggard and desponding. His friends discovered the mental malady
preying upon him, and determined that the best cure was a change of
scene; he was sent, therefore, to finish his studies amid the splendors and
gayeties of Paris.

3. Wolfgang arrived at Paris at the breaking out of the revolution. The
popular delirium at first caught his enthusiastic mind, and he was
captivated by the political and philosophical theories of the day: but the
scenes of blood which followed shocked his sensitive nature, disgusted
him with society and the world, and made him more than ever a recluse.
He shut himself up in a solitary apartment in the Pays Latin, the quarter of
students. There, in a gloomy street not far from the monastic walls of the
Sorbonne, he pursued his favorite speculations. Sometimes he spent hours
together in the great libraries of Paris, those catacombs of departed
authors, rummaging among their hordes of dusty and obsolete works in
quest of food for his unhealthy appetite. He was, in a manner, a literary
ghoul, feeding in the charnel-house3 of decayed literature.

4. Wolfgang, through solitary and recluse, was of an ardent
temperament, but for a time it operated merely upon his imagination. He
was too shy and ignorant of the world to make any advances to the fair,

1 A Swedish philosopher who some say went insane.
2 Damnation
3 A building where the bones of the dead are kept.
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but he was a passionate admirer of female beauty, and in his lonely
chamber would often lose himself in
had seen, and his fancy would deck out images of loveliness far surpassing
the reality.

5. While his mind was in this excited and sublimated state, a dream
produced an extraordinary effect upon him. It was of a female fa
transcendent beauty. So strong was the impression made, that he dreamt
of it again and again. It haunted his thoughts by day, his slumbers by
night; in fine, he became passionately enamored of this shadow of a
dream. This lasted so long that it be
haunt the minds of melancholy men, and are at times mistaken for
madness.

6. Such was Gottfried Wolfgang, and such his situation at the time I
mentioned. He was returning home late one stormy night, through some
of the old and gloomy streets of the
loud claps of thunder rattled among the high houses of the narrow streets.
He came to the Place de Grève, the square where public executions are
performed. The lightning quivered about
Hôtel de Ville, and shed flickering gleams over the open space in front.
As Wolfgang was crossing the square, he shrank back with
horror at finding himself close by the guillotine. It was the
height of the reign of terror, when this dreadful instrument
of death stood ever ready, and its scaffold was continually
running with the blood of the virtuous and the brave. It
had that very day been actively employed in the work of
carnage, and there it stood in grim array, amidst a si
and sleeping city, waiting for fresh victims.

7. Wolfgang’s heart sickened within him, and he was
turning shuddering from the horrible engine, when he
beheld a shadowy form, cowering as it were at the foot of
the steps which led up to the scaffold. A suc
vivid flashes of lightening revealed it more distinctly. It
was a female figure, dressed in black. She was seated on
one of the lower steps of the scaffold, leaning forward, her
face in her lap; and her long disheveled tresses hanging to the g
streaming with the rain which fell in torrents. Wolfgang paused. There
was something awful in this solitary monument of woe. The female had
the appearance of being above the common order. He knew the times to
be of vicissitude4, and that many a
pillowed on down, now wandered houseless. Perhaps this was some poor
mourner whom the dreadful axe had rendered desolate, and who sat here
heartbroken on the strand of existence, from which all that was dear to her
had been launched into eternity.

4 a difficulty or hardship, usually beyond one's control
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but he was a passionate admirer of female beauty, and in his lonely
chamber would often lose himself in reveries on forms and faces which he
had seen, and his fancy would deck out images of loveliness far surpassing

While his mind was in this excited and sublimated state, a dream
produced an extraordinary effect upon him. It was of a female face of
transcendent beauty. So strong was the impression made, that he dreamt
of it again and again. It haunted his thoughts by day, his slumbers by
night; in fine, he became passionately enamored of this shadow of a
dream. This lasted so long that it became one of those fixed ideas which
haunt the minds of melancholy men, and are at times mistaken for

Such was Gottfried Wolfgang, and such his situation at the time I
mentioned. He was returning home late one stormy night, through some

ld and gloomy streets of the Marais, the ancient part of Paris. The
loud claps of thunder rattled among the high houses of the narrow streets.
He came to the Place de Grève, the square where public executions are
performed. The lightning quivered about the pinnacles of the ancient
Hôtel de Ville, and shed flickering gleams over the open space in front.
As Wolfgang was crossing the square, he shrank back with
horror at finding himself close by the guillotine. It was the

en this dreadful instrument
of death stood ever ready, and its scaffold was continually
running with the blood of the virtuous and the brave. It
had that very day been actively employed in the work of
carnage, and there it stood in grim array, amidst a silent
and sleeping city, waiting for fresh victims.

Wolfgang’s heart sickened within him, and he was
turning shuddering from the horrible engine, when he
beheld a shadowy form, cowering as it were at the foot of
the steps which led up to the scaffold. A succession of
vivid flashes of lightening revealed it more distinctly. It
was a female figure, dressed in black. She was seated on
one of the lower steps of the scaffold, leaning forward, her
face in her lap; and her long disheveled tresses hanging to the ground,
streaming with the rain which fell in torrents. Wolfgang paused. There
was something awful in this solitary monument of woe. The female had
the appearance of being above the common order. He knew the times to

, and that many a fair head, which had once been
pillowed on down, now wandered houseless. Perhaps this was some poor
mourner whom the dreadful axe had rendered desolate, and who sat here
heartbroken on the strand of existence, from which all that was dear to her

a difficulty or hardship, usually beyond one's control

19
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8. He approached, and addressed her in the accents of sympathy. She
raised her head and gazed wildly at him. What was his astonishment at
beholding, by the bright glare of the lightning, the very face which had
haunted him in his dreams. It was pale and disconsolate, but ravishingly
beautiful.

9. Trembling with violent and conflicting emotions, Wolfgang again
accosted her. He spoke something of her being exposed at such an hour of
the night, and to the fury of such a storm, and offered to conduct her to her
friends. She pointed to the guillotine with a gesture of dreadful
signification.

10. “I have no friend on earth!” said she.

11. “But you have a home,” said Wolfgang.

12. “Yes—in the grave!”

13. The heart of the student melted at the words.

14. “If a stranger dare make an offer,” said he, “without danger of being
misunderstood, I would offer my humble dwelling as a shelter; myself as a
devoted friend. I am friendless myself in Paris, and a stranger in the land;
but if my life could be of service, it is at your disposal, and should be
sacrificed before harm or indignity should come to you.”

15. There was an honest earnestness in the young man’s manner that
had its effect. His foreign accent, too, was in his favor; it showed him not
to be a hackneyed inhabitant of Paris. Indeed, there is an eloquence in true
enthusiasm that is not to be doubted. The homeless stranger confided
herself implicitly to the protection of the student.

16. He supported her faltering steps across the Pont Neuf, and by the
place where the statue of Henry the Fourth had been overthrown by the
populace. The storm had abated, and the thunder rumbled at a distance.
All Paris was quiet; that great volcano of human passion slumbered for a
while, to gather fresh strength for the next day’s eruption. The student
conducted his charge through the ancient streets of the Pays Latin, and by
the dusky walls of the Sorbonne, to the great dingy hotel which he
inhabited. The old portress who admitted them stared with surprise at the
unusual sight of the melancholy Wolfgang with a female companion.

17. On entering his apartment, the student, for the first time, blushed at
the scantiness and indifference of his dwelling. He had but one
chamber—an old-fashioned salon—heavily carved, and fantastically
furnished with the remains of former magnificence, for it was one of those
hotels in the quarter of the Luxembourg palace, which had once belonged
to nobility. It was lumbered with books and papers, and all the usual
apparatus of a student, and his bed stood in a recess at one end.

18. When lights were brought, and Wolfgang had a better opportunity of
contemplating the stranger, he was more than ever intoxicated by her
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beauty. Her face was pale, but of a dazzling fairness, set off by a
profusion of raven hair that hung clustering about it. Her eyes were large
and brilliant, with a singular expression approaching almost to wildness.
As far as her black dress permitted her shape to be seen, it was of perfect
symmetry. Her whole appearance was highly striking, though she was
dressed in the simplest style. The only thing approaching to an ornament
which she wore, was a broad black band round her neck, clasped by
diamonds.

19. The perplexity now commenced with the student how to dispose of
the helpless being thus thrown upon his protection. He thought of
abandoning his chamber to her, and seeking shelter for himself elsewhere.
Still, he was so fascinated by her charms, there seemed to be such a spell
upon his thoughts and senses, that he could not tear himself from her
presence. Her manner, too, was singular and unaccountable. She spoke
no more of the guillotine. Her grief had abated. The attentions of the
student had first won her confidence, and then, apparently, her heart. She
was evidently an enthusiast like himself, and enthusiasts soon understand
each other.

20. In the infatuation of the moment, Wolfgang avowed his passion for
her. He told her the story of his mysterious dream, and how she had
possessed his heart before he had even seen her. She was strangely
affected by his recital, and acknowledged to have felt an impulse toward
him equally unaccountable. It was the time for wild theory and wild
actions. Old prejudices and superstitions were done away; everything was
under the sway of the “Goddess of Reason.” Among other rubbish of the
old times, the forms and ceremonies of marriage began to be considered
superfluous5 bonds for honorable minds. Social compacts were the vogue.
Wolfgang was too much of a theorist not to be tainted by the liberal
doctrines of the day.

21. “Why should we separate?” said he: “our hearts are united; in the
eye of reason and honor we are as one. What need is there of sordid forms
to bind high souls together?”

22. The stranger listened with emotions: she had evidently received
illumination at the same school.

23. “You have no home nor family,” continued he: “let me be
everything to you, or rather let us be everything to one another. If form is
necessary, form shall be observed—there is my hand. I pledge myself to
you forever.”

24. “Forever?” said the stranger, solemnly.

25. “Forever!” replied Wolfgang.

5 Unnecessary or unneeded
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26. The stranger clasped the hand extended to her: “Then I am yours,”
murmured she, and sank upon his bosom.

27. The next morning the student left his bride sleeping, and sallied
forth at an early hour to seek more spacious apartments suitable to the
change in his situation. When he returned, he found the stranger lying
with her head hanging over the bed, and one arm thrown over it. He spoke
to her, but received no reply. He advanced to awaken her from her uneasy
posture.On taking her hand, it was cold—there was no pulsation—her face
was pallid and ghastly. In a word, she was a corpse.

28. Horrified and frantic, he alarmed the house. A scene of confusion
ensued. The police was summoned. As the officer of police entered the
room, he started back on beholding the corpse.

29. “Great heaven!” cried he, “how did the woman come here?”

30. “Do you know anything about her?” said Wolfgang eagerly.

31. “Do I?” exclaimed the officer: “she was guillotined yesterday.”

32. He stepped forward; undid the black collar round the neck of the
corpse, and the head rolled on the floor!

33. The student burst into a frenzy. “The fiend! The fiend has gained
possession of me!” shrieked he: “I am lost forever.”

34. They tried to soothe him, but in vain. He was possessed with the
frightful belief that an evil spirit had reanimated the dead body to ensnare
him. He went distracted, and died in a mad-house.

35. Here the old gentleman with the haunted head finished his
narrative.6

36. “And is this really fact?” said the inquisitive gentleman.

“A fact not to be doubted,” replied the other. “I had it from the best authority. The student told
it me himself. I was with him in a mad-house in Paris.”

Irving, Washington. "The Adventure of the German Student." May 2006. Arthur's Classic
Novels. 30 March 2001. <http://arthursclassicnovels.com/arthurs/irving/german10.html>.

6 The novel Tales of a Traveller is a series of short stories with each told by a different narrator. This “old
gentleman” has been telling the story to a group that includes “the inquisitive gentleman.”



Greenway High School, English 5 Curriculum 23

Reaction
Reactions are always done individually… no sharing answers with your neighbor

First gut reaction… What do you think?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Who in the story do you like?

______________________________________________________________________________

Dislike?

______________________________________________________________________________

Feel sorry for?

______________________________________________________________________________

Respect?

______________________________________________________________________________

Okay, obviously this is horror/fantasy, but Washington Irving still is trying to show you

something about real life. What is he trying to show you about good and evil?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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After the Reading
Understanding the story: ask your teacher if you may work with a partner.
1. What is the meaning of "perdition" as it's used in paragraph 2?

A. Forgiveness
B. Damnation
C. Intelligence

D. Influence
E. Insanity
F. Sadness

2. What is the meaning of "abated" as it's used in paragraph 19?
A. Increase
B. Lessen
C. Make sadder

D. Make impossible
E. To betray

3. Read this passage:
"He was, in a manner, a literary ghoul, feeding in the charnel-house of decayed literature."
Which literary element is most evident here?

A. Allusion
B. Hyperbole
C. Metaphor

D. Personification
E. Simile
F. Symbolism

4. Which definition of "common" best fits its use near the bottom of paragraph 7?
A. shared equally by two or more (common interests)
B. relating to the community as a whole
C. occurring frequently or habitually
D. having no special designation or status
E. of mediocre or inferior quality
F. most widely known; ordinary

Reread paragraph 20 and then answer the following questions….
5. What is the best description of the relationship between Wolfgang and the girl?

A. It is illogical
B. It is supernatural
C. It is reasonable
D. It is frightening
E. It is honorable

6. Which of the following is NOT true of Wolfgang?
A. He rejects traditional religion
B. He doesn't approve of old-fashioned beliefs
C. He believes in love at first sight
D. He thinks the times justify doing wild things
E. He considers logic the most important value
F. He sees marriage as a way to express love
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Point of view
Point of view is about who is telling the story. Let's start by identifying the point of view.

First Person POV- The person telling the story is in the story. So, you see sentences like… I wandered down by the
lakeshore the cold morning my mother died. I should have stayed and opened the door for the paramedics and
cried, but I didn't do either.

Second Person POV – This POV puts "you" into the story. So, you see things like… You wandered by the lakeshore
the cold morning your mother died. You should have stayed and opened the door one of the paramedics and
cried, but you didn't do either.

Third Person Objective – This story is told by someone who is not in the story describing events. All 3rd person
stories are told by someone outside the story, but "objective" means that the reader can't see anyone's thoughts.
Think of the object as a camera watching what's going on without being able to see feelings. So, you see
sentences like… The young woman wandered down by the lakeshore on the cold morning. Her face remained
blank even when the rain started dripping onto her thin shirt.

Third Person Limited – This story is still told by someone outside the story, but the reader gets to "see" the feelings
of the main character. So, you see sentences like… The young girl wandered down by the lakeshore, numb when
she remembered her mother's face when the features which had twisted in pain slowly softened.

Third Person Omniscient –This story is still told by someone outside the story, but the reader gets to "see" the
feelings of many characters. So, you see sentences like… The young girl wandered down by the lakeshore, numb
and cold as the rain started. Her mother had died in pain, gasping as the agony twisting up her backbone.

So, which point of view is this story?

_________________________________________________________________

How do you know? Copy out lines out of the story that PROVE you're right.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Now, here's the interesting question. Is the narrator reliable? ____________________

Why did the author choose this narrator? ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



Greenway High School, English 5 Curriculum 26

Writing
So, where does the evil lie in this story? Does it lie within Wolfgang himself? Satan’s “trick” on
him? The outbreak of the French Revolution? Or the belief that reason replaced God? You must
decide what the particular evil is in this story.

Before you start, outline your basic ideas.

Topic sentence: Subject: the evil in "The German Student". What is your attitude?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Primary Support One:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Primary Support Two:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Primary Support Three:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Warning!

This is a documented essay. That means that when you take specific facts, events, or quotes
from the story, you MUST use parentheses to tell me where evidence comes from. Each of your
primary supports must use at least detail—that is your secondary support. You should use the
author's last name, Irving. You should also tell me what page number that you took the evidence
from. So, your paragraph should have something like (Irving 22) in the paragraph.

The next page has a complete outline for you to follow if
you need it.
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Expository Body Paragraph

Topic sentence

Subject: evil in Washington Irving's "The Adventure of the German Student"

Attitude: where do you think the evil comes from?

Primary support

Main reason explaining why you believe your attitude is true.

Secondary support

Include specific facts, events or quotes

Use parentheses to document these facts (Irving 23)

Make sure you move toward your attitude. Tie back to what you're trying to prove

Transition

Explain the connection between ideas.

Primary support

Second main reason

Secondary support

Document your specific facts or quotes, and remember to move toward your attitude

Transition

Explain the connection between ideas.

Primary support

Third main reason

Secondary support

Document your specific facts or quotes, and remember to move toward your attitude

Closure

Use a closing transition (Thus, Therefore, In short, Consequently, In the final analysis, Without a doubt, On
the whole, Clearly, In brief...)

Sum up your explanation, give the reader some final thought so he will understand your position.
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Pre-Reading
Whenever you begin reading, you should take a couple of minutes and engage your
brain. After all, you don’t want to go to all the work of reading and then not remember
anything. Read this opening passage:

THE thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he ventured upon insult I vowed
revenge. You, who so well know the nature of my soul, will not suppose, however, that I gave utterance to
a threat. At length I would be avenged; this was a point definitely, settled --but the very definitiveness with
which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk. I must not only punish but punish with impunity. A wrong
is unredressed when retribution overtakes its redresser. It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails to
make himself felt as such to him who has done the wrong.

It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato cause to doubt my good will. I
continued, as was my wont to smile in his face, and he did not perceive that my to smile now was at the
thought of his immolation.

So, what do you think of the speaker (Montressor)? Why??

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What do you think of Montressor's beliefs about vengeance? Is he right?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO
BY Edgar Allan Poe

1. THE thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when
he ventured upon insult I vowed revenge. You, who so well know the nature of
my soul, will not suppose, however, that I gave utterance to a threat. At length I
would be avenged; this was a point definitely, settled --but the very
definitiveness with which it was resolved precluded the idea of risk. I must not
only punish but punish with impunity. A wrong is unredressed when retribution
overtakes its redresser. It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails to make
himself felt as such to him who has done the wrong.

2. It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato
cause to doubt my good will. I continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face,
and he did not perceive that my smile now was at the thought of his immolation.

3. He had a weak point --this Fortunato --although in other regards he was a
man to be respected and even feared. He prided himself on his connoisseurship
in wine. Few Italians have the true virtuoso spirit. For the most part their
enthusiasm is adopted to suit the time and opportunity, to practice imposture
upon the British and Austrian millionaires. In painting and gemmary, Fortunato,
like his countrymen, was a quack, but in the matter of old wines he was sincere.
In this respect I did not differ from him materially; --I was skilful in the Italian
vintages myself, and bought largely whenever I could.

4. It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme madness of the
carnival season, that I encountered my friend. He accosted me with excessive
warmth, for he had been drinking much. The man wore motley. He had on a
tight-fitting parti-striped dress, and his head was surmounted by the conical cap
and bells. I was so pleased to see him that I thought I should never have done
wringing his hand.

5. I said to him --"My dear Fortunato, you are luckily met. How remarkably
well you are looking to-day. But I have received a pipe of what passes for
Amontillado, and I have my doubts."

6. "How?" said he. "Amontillado, A pipe? Impossible! And in the middle of
the carnival!"

7. "I have my doubts," I replied; "and I was silly enough to pay the full
Amontillado price without consulting you in the matter. You were not to be
found, and I was fearful of losing a bargain."

8. "Amontillado!"

9. "I have my doubts."

10. "Amontillado!"

11. "And I must satisfy them."

12. "Amontillado!"
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13. "As you are engaged, I am on my way to Luchresi. If any one has a
critical turn it is he. He will tell me --"

14. "Luchresi cannot tell Amontillado from Sherry."

15. "And yet some fools will have it that his taste is a match for your own.

16. "Come, let us go."

17. "Whither?"

18. "To your vaults."

19. "My friend, no; I will not impose upon your good nature. I perceive you
have an engagement. Luchresi--"

20. "I have no engagement; --come."

21. "My friend, no. It is not the engagement, but the severe cold with which I
perceive you are afflicted. The vaults are insufferably damp. They are encrusted
with nitre."

22. "Let us go, nevertheless. The cold is merely nothing. Amontillado! You
have been imposed upon. And as for Luchresi, he cannot distinguish Sherry
from Amontillado."

23. Thus speaking, Fortunato possessed himself of my arm; and putting on a
mask of black silk and drawing a roquelaire closely about my person, I suffered
him to hurry me to my palazzo.

24. There were no attendants at home; they had absconded to make merry in
honour of the time. I had told them that I should not return until the morning,
and had given them explicit orders not to stir from the house. These orders were
sufficient, I well knew, to insure their immediate disappearance, one and all, as
soon as my back was turned.

25. I took from their sconces two flambeaux, and giving one to Fortunato,
bowed him through several suites of rooms to the archway that led into the
vaults. I passed down a long and winding staircase, requesting him to be
cautious as he followed. We came at length to the foot of the descent, and stood
together upon the damp ground of the catacombs of the Montresors.

26. The gait of my friend was unsteady, and the bells upon his cap jingled as
he strode.

27. "The pipe," he said.

28. "It is farther on," said I; "but observe the white web-work which gleams
from these cavern walls."

29. He turned towards me, and looked into my eves with two filmy orbs that
distilled the rheum of intoxication.

30. "Nitre?" he asked, at length.

31. "Nitre," I replied. "How long have you had that cough?"
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32. "Ugh! ugh! ugh! --ugh! ugh! ugh! --ugh! ugh! ugh! --ugh! ugh! ugh! --
ugh! ugh! ugh!"

33. My poor friend found it impossible to reply for many minutes.

34. "It is nothing," he said, at last.

35. "Come," I said, with decision, "we will go back; your health is precious.
You are rich, respected, admired, beloved; you are happy, as once I was. You
are a man to be missed. For me it is no matter. We will go back; you will be ill,
and I cannot be responsible. Besides, there is Luchresi --"

36. "Enough," he said; "the cough's a mere nothing; it will not kill me. I shall
not die of a cough."

37. "True --true," I replied; "and, indeed, I had no intention of alarming you
unnecessarily --but you should use all proper caution. A draught of this Medoc
will defend us from the damps.

38. Here I knocked off the neck of a bottle which I drew from a long row of
its fellows that lay upon the mould.

39. "Drink," I said, presenting him the wine. He raised it to his lips with a
leer. He paused and nodded to me familiarly, while his bells jingled.

40. "I drink," he said, "to the buried that repose around us."

41. "And I to your long life."

42. He again took my arm, and we proceeded.

43. "These vaults," he said, "are extensive."

44. "The Montresors," I replied, "were a great and numerous family."

45. "I forget your arms."

46. "A huge human foot d'or, in a field azure; the foot crushes a serpent
rampant whose fangs are imbedded in the heel."

47. "And the motto?"

48. "Nemo me impune lacessit."

49. "Good!" he said.

50. The wine sparkled in his eyes and the bells jingled. My own fancy grew
warm with the Medoc. We had passed through long walls of piled skeletons,
with casks and puncheons intermingling, into the inmost recesses of the
catacombs. I paused again, and this time I made bold to seize Fortunato by an
arm above the elbow.

51. "The nitre!" I said; "see, it increases. It hangs like moss upon the vaults.
We are below the river's bed. The drops of moisture trickle among the bones.
Come, we will go back ere it is too late. Your cough --"

52. "It is nothing," he said; "let us go on. But first, another draught of the
Medoc."
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53. I broke and reached him a flagon of De Grave. He emptied it at a breath.
His eyes flashed with a fierce light. He laughed and threw the bottle upwards
with a gesticulation I did not understand.

54. I looked at him in surprise. He repeated the movement --a grotesque one.

55. "You do not comprehend?" he said.

56. "Not I," I replied.

57. "Then you are not of the brotherhood."

58. "How?"

59. "You are not of the masons."

60. "Yes, yes," I said; "yes, yes."

61. "You? Impossible! A mason?"

62. "A mason," I replied.

63. "A sign," he said, "a sign."

64. "It is this," I answered, producing from beneath the folds of my roquelaire
a trowel.

65. "You jest," he exclaimed, recoiling a few paces. "But let us proceed to the
Amontillado."

66. "Be it so," I said, replacing the tool beneath the cloak and again offering
him my arm. He leaned upon it heavily. We continued our route in search of the
Amontillado. We passed through a range of low arches, descended, passed on,
and descending again, arrived at a deep crypt, in which the foulness of the air
caused our flambeaux rather to glow than flame.

67. At the most remote end of the crypt there appeared another less spacious.
Its walls had been lined with human remains, piled to the vault overhead, in the
fashion of the great catacombs of Paris. Three sides of this interior crypt were
still ornamented in this manner. From the fourth side the bones had been thrown
down, and lay promiscuously upon the earth, forming at one point a mound of
some size. Within the wall thus exposed by the displacing of the bones, we
perceived a still interior crypt or recess, in depth about four feet, in width three,
in height six or seven. It seemed to have been constructed for no especial use
within itself, but formed merely the interval between two of the colossal
supports of the roof of the catacombs, and was backed by one of their
circumscribing walls of solid granite.

68. It was in vain that Fortunato, uplifting his dull torch, endeavoured to pry
into the depth of the recess. Its termination the feeble light did not enable us to
see.

69. "Proceed," I said; "herein is the Amontillado. As for Luchresi --"

70. "He is an ignoramus," interrupted my friend, as he stepped unsteadily
forward, while I followed immediately at his heels. In niche, and finding an
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instant he had reached the extremity of the niche, and finding his progress
arrested by the rock, stood stupidly bewildered. A moment more and I had
fettered him to the granite. In its surface were two iron staples, distant from
each other about two feet, horizontally. From one of these depended a short
chain, from the other a padlock. Throwing the links about his waist, it was but
the work of a few seconds to secure it. He was too much astounded to resist.
Withdrawing the key I stepped back from the recess.

71. "Pass your hand," I said, "over the wall; you cannot help feeling the nitre.
Indeed, it is very damp. Once more let me implore you to return. No? Then I
must positively leave you. But I must first render you all the little attentions in
my power."

72. "The Amontillado!" ejaculated my friend, not yet recovered from his
astonishment.

73. "True," I replied; "the Amontillado."

74. As I said these words I busied myself among the pile of bones of which I
have before spoken. Throwing them aside, I soon uncovered a quantity of
building stone and mortar. With these materials and with the aid of my trowel, I
began vigorously to wall up the entrance of the niche.

75. I had scarcely laid the first tier of the masonry when I discovered that the
intoxication of Fortunato had in a great measure worn off. The earliest
indication I had of this was a low moaning cry from the depth of the recess. It
was not the cry of a drunken man. There was then a long and obstinate silence. I
laid the second tier, and the third, and the fourth; and then I heard the furious
vibrations of the chain. The noise lasted for several minutes, during which, that
I might hearken to it with the more satisfaction, I ceased my labours and sat
down upon the bones. When at last the clanking subsided, I resumed the trowel,
and finished without interruption the fifth, the sixth, and the seventh tier. The
wall was now nearly upon a level with my breast. I again paused, and holding
the flambeaux over the mason-work, threw a few feeble rays upon the figure
within.

76. A succession of loud and shrill screams, bursting suddenly from the throat
of the chained form, seemed to thrust me violently back. For a brief moment I
hesitated, I trembled. Unsheathing my rapier, I began to grope with it about the
recess; but the thought of an instant reassured me. I placed my hand upon the
solid fabric of the catacombs, and felt satisfied. I reapproached the wall; I
replied to the yells of him who clamoured. I re-echoed, I aided, I surpassed them
in volume and in strength. I did this, and the clamourer grew still.

77. It was now midnight, and my task was drawing to a close. I had
completed the eighth, the ninth and the tenth tier. I had finished a portion of the
last and the eleventh; there remained but a single stone to be fitted and plastered
in. I struggled with its weight; I placed it partially in its destined position. But
now there came from out the niche a low laugh that erected the hairs upon my
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head. It was succeeded by a sad voice, which I had difficulty in recognizing as
that of the noble Fortunato. The voice said--

78. "Ha! ha! ha! --he! he! he! --a very good joke, indeed --an excellent jest.
We will have many a rich laugh about it at the palazzo --he! he! he! --over our
wine --he! he! he!"

79. "The Amontillado!" I said.

80. "He! he! he! --he! he! he! --yes, the Amontillado. But is it not getting late?
Will not they be awaiting us at the palazzo, the Lady Fortunato and the rest? Let
us be gone."

81. "Yes," I said, "let us be gone."

82. "For the love of God, Montresor!"

83. "Yes," I said, "for the love of God!"

84. But to these words I hearkened in vain for a reply. I grew impatient. I
called aloud --

85. "Fortunato!"

86. No answer. I called again --

87. "Fortunato!"

88. No answer still. I thrust a torch through the remaining aperture and let it
fall within. There came forth in return only a jingling of the bells. My heart
grew sick; it was the dampness of the catacombs that made it so. I hastened to
make an end of my labour. I forced the last stone into its position; I plastered it
up. Against the new masonry I re-erected the old rampart of bones. For the half
of a century no mortal has disturbed them.

89. In pace requiescat!

Source:
Poe, Edgar Allan. "The Cask of Amontillado." 18 August 2007. Poe Stories.

<http://poestories.com/read/amontillado>.
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Reaction
Reactions are always done individually… no sharing answers with your neighbor

First gut reaction… What do you think?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Who in the story do you like?

______________________________________________________________________________

Dislike?

______________________________________________________________________________

Feel sorry for?

______________________________________________________________________________

Respect?

______________________________________________________________________________

So, what is Poe trying to teach you or show you?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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After the Reading
Understanding the story: ask your teacher if you may work with a partner.

1. What is the meaning of "absconded " as it's used in paragraph 24?
A. stolen
B. run off
C. partied

D. gone to sleep
E. honored
F. hidden

2. Read this passage:
"The nitre!" I said; "see, it increases. It hangs like moss upon the vaults. We are below
the river's bed.

Which literary element is most evident here?
A. Allusion
B. Hyperbole
C. Metaphor

D. Personification
E. Simile
F. Symbolism

3. Read this passage:
From the fourth side the bones had been thrown down, and lay promiscuously upon the
earth, forming at one point a mound of some size

Which literary element is most evident here?
A. Allusion
B. Hyperbole
C. Metaphor

D. Personification
E. Simile
F. Symbolism

4. Which definition of "quack" best fits its use in paragraph 3?
A. To utter a sound like the cry of a duck
B. To act the part of a quack, or pretender
C. A boastful pretender to medical skill
D. One who boastfully pretends to skill or knowledge
E. Middle English for imitative origin

5. Montressor and Fortunado have all of the following similarities EXCEPT
A. They are both considered experts in wine
B. They both have noble families
C. They both have money
D. They are both known as artists
E. They are both arrogant


